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His Name 


By John R. Martin 
Isaiah 9:6 
ONDERFUL that He should loveme— 
All unworthy, stained with sin. 


Wonderful that He has saved me; 
In His blood I am made clean. 


COUNSELLOR~— yes, mine to guide me, 
When the way seems lone and dim. 

All His wisdom mine for asking; 
All is plain when I trust Him. 


THE MIGHTY GOD —no one above Him! 
Ruler of all things is He! 
Glory—Power— Might — Dominion— 
Yet He knows,and thinks of me. 


And THE EVERLASTING FATHER — 
With a father’s love and care, 

Gentle, thoughtful, kind, forgiving —- 
Watches o’er me— hears my prayer. 


PRINCE OF PEACE in a world of turmoil? 
Peace, when there seems nought but strife? 
Yes, for when He dwells within me 
Peace and joy fill all my life. 


Can Spiritism Give Peace? 
When men do not know peace 
through Christ, they seek it in many 
strange ways. “Like the troubled sea,” 
they cannot rest, and “there is no peace, 
saith my God, to the wicked” (Isa. 57: 
20, 21). A modern manifestation of this 
restlessness was suggested in a recent 
article in Time (March 31), telling of 
prizes offered for any single spiritist 


phenomenon which could not be dupli- 
cated and explained by science or sleight 
of hand. “As the world crisis gets 
worse,” says the report, “more and more 
fretful folk have fled to séance rooms, 
as they have also to astrologers’ parlors.” 
The deluded folk who frequent such 
places will find their unrest aggravated, 
and before they know it they may be in 
the grip of the powers of darkness. “And 
when they shall say unto you, Seek unto 
them that have familiar spirits, and unto 
wizards that peep, and mutter: should 
not a people seek unto their God? . 
To the law and to the testimony” (Isa. 
8:19, 20). “Thus saith the Lord, 

ask for the old paths, where is the good 
way, and walk therein, and ye shall find 
rest for your souls” (Jer. 6:16). 


a 


Acting on His Promises 

Real faith takes God at his word. 
It comes from hearing, or reading the 
Word of God (Rom. 10:17). It will dis- 
pel anxiety, when it is necessary to wait 
and do nothing; or, it may lead to 
prompt action. The life of Hudson Tay- 


lor, founder of the China Inland Mission, 
abounded with evidence that he both 
trusted God with all his cares and 
obeyed his commands. Another of like 
faith, who was closely associated with 
him, is Dr. Henry W. Frost. One who 
had just read the book by Dr. and Mrs. 
Howard Taylor, “By Faith—Henry W. 
Frost and the China Inland Mission,” 
made the following thoughtful comment 
on the faith of these two men of God: 
“I confess without shame that many of 
the accounts of this dear man of God, 
and his deep, intimate experiences with 
his Lord, were read through blinding 
tears and with a sense that I was tread- 
ing upon holy ground. And asI read on, 
I was blessedly conscious of the real- 
ization that there was no great, deep, 
hidden secret to the matter, but rather 
that Hudson Taylor and Henry Frost had 
become so personally acquainted with 
their Father that they knew him well 
enough to ACT upon his covenant prom- 
ises.” It is our privilege also to know 
the same Lord, and to rest upon his 
written Word in such a way that he will 
carry our burdens and we shall do his 
work, 


* 


Central America’s Pioneer Mission 


E leading faith missions have 
been associated with outstanding 
persons; for example, the China 
Inland Mission with Hudson Taylor, the 
Africa Inland Mission with Peter Cam- 
eron Scott, the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance with A. B. Simpson, the Bel- 
gian Gospel Mission with Ralph C. Nor- 
ton, and the South Africa General Mis- 
sion with W. Spencer Walton. The 
Central American Mission, which has 
just passed its fiftieth year, was fathered 
by Dr. C. I. Scofield, that great commen- 
tator on the Bible. 

Two devout Canadian women, Mrs. 
Robert Ross and Mrs. Robert Lang, 
whose husbands were coffee planters in 
Costa Rica, appalled by the spiritual 
ignorance and moral degradation all 
about them, set themselves to pray for 
the thrusting forth of laborers into this 
dark land. They kept on for months 
and at times were tempted to give up 
in despair, but the depravity of the sur- 


rounding populations always brought 
them back to their obligation. At about 
this time Dr. Scofield was wont to at- 
tend the Niagara Bible Conferences, and 
at one of its sessions he formed a close 
friendship with Dr.. Hudson Taylor. 
Certain events turned his attention to 
the needs of Central America, and espe- 
cially to Costa Rica. He became bur- 
dened for these lands, and brought the 
matter to, the attention of a spiritual 
group in his Dallas church. One of these 
friends, Luther Rees, was dispatched to 
make a survey of conditions in Central 
America, and in October, 1890, Dr. Sco- 
field issued a call to prayer for the rais- 
ing up of missionaries. This appeared 
in his little paper, The Believer. In the 
November number Dr. Scofield stated: 
“Already God has graciously answered 
in part the prayers for Costa Rica. A 
few of God’s stewards have been led 
to form the Central American Mission 
with Costa Rica as its first objective. 
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Now let renewed and unceasing prayer 
be made to the Lord of the harvest that 
he thrust forth laborers into this field, 
—so white, so inviting, so near.” , 

These “haystack meetings” were held 
in Mr. Rees’ downtown Dallas office. 
The date of organization was November 
14, 1890. No salaries were promised, no 
personal solicitation of funds was to be 
made, and no debts were to be con- 
tracted. The Believer, of 1891, an- 
nounced the enlistment of Mr. and Mrs. 
W. W. McConnell as first missionaries, 
who became the apostles to Costa Rica 
par excellence in the twenty years of 
service that followed. Around Dr. Sco- 
field gathered a group of laymen who 
volunteered to carry on, without charge, 
the-home administration. One of these, 
Mr. Rees, was both ordained minister 
and businessman. Judge David Howell 
Scott of Paris, Texas, was treasurer for 
twenty-seven years. Office space, stenog- 
rapher, his own personal service (after 
a time he gave up his legal business to 
devote himself wholly to this enter- 
prise), and generous gifts were the ex- 
pression of his profound interest. E. M. 
Powell was a bountiful supporter who 
cared especially for the children of mis- 
sionaries sent home for schooling. 

Romanism in Costa Rica had touched 
bottom. Sixty per cent of births were 
illegitimate. Like people like priest! 
One old priest is mentioned who had 
sixty-three children. (A more edifying 
case is that of the father of four grown 
sons who pleaded with them on his 
death-bed to renounce Romanism and 
accept the Gospel, which they did.) Mr. 
McConnell wrote of seeing a man sell- 
ing ribbons which had been measured 
about the neck of an idol and blessed 
by a priest, and which were to be used 
for warding off disease. In a proces- 
sion in El Salvador behind the Bishop, 
riding in state, were five massed bands 
of the Republic, and in nine days ten 
thousand quarts of whisky were con- 
sumed by the worshipers. On the last 
Sunday of Lent it was customary to 
mount an image of Judas on a furious 
mule which a yelling mob drove through 
the street, finally hanging the image. 

But Judas was not the only person 
mobbed. Stonings have been from the 
first the gentle practice of these fol- 
lowers of Rome, and they still continue. 
Mrs. Lincoln speaks of quantities of 
water blessed by the priest and sprin- 
kled about for protection against Prot- 
estant demons. “The roof of the build- 
ing in which these meetings were held 
suffered twelve big holes.” Miss Eleanor 
Blackmore, a relative of the English 
writer, R. D. Blackmore, author of 
“Lorna Doone,” wrote of her treatment 
in Nicaragua: 


“T’m stoned and cursed and hooted on 





This editorial reviews “And in Samaria,” by 
Mildred W. Spain. (The Central American 
Mission, 3611 Congress Ave., Dallas, Texas, 
paper, $1; cloth, $1.50.) 
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every street. I-don’t know one road in 
the whole city where I can walk, in 
which there are not houses where they 
lie in wait to stone me. I went out this 
morning and after a few blocks the 
women started to hoot me; then a gang 
of men working on the roof of a police 
station stoned me. Coming home, a mob 
of children followed me, street after 
street; and to crown it all just three 
blocks from my door a man threw a 
bucket of dirty water on me. If we 
go on the train second class we are in- 
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sulted all the way. If we go-first class, 
the other passengers get as far from us 
as possible and seem to think we have 
no right to be there. If we go into a store 
the other customers move away, and a 
small crowd gathers at the door to see 
what we are going to do. We don’t want 
pity. We count it an honor thus to be 
trusted to suffer, but we do covet your 
prayers. The battle is fierce and long.” 

One speaks of priestly Bible burnings; 
another of boycottings. “We slept a good 

(Continued on page 331) 














NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 














Why Was the Shedding 
of Blood Necessary? 


God’s Word says, “Without the shed- 
ding of blood there is no remission” (of 
sins). Is there an explanation as to why 
that is true, or is it a fiat of God’s?—An 
Oklahoma reader. 

This question was suggested by Dr. 
William L. Pettingill’s first article on 
the New Birth, in his series on the Fun- 
damentals. Dr. Pettingill’s answer fol- 
lows: 

The necessity of blood redemption 
grows out of the righteousness of God. 
Someone has defined the righteousness 
of the Gospel as “that righteousness 
which the righteousness of God required 
him to require.” The problem before 
the mind of God was how to save man 
righteously, how to forgive him on a 
righteous basis. Unless it could be done 
righteously, a righteous God could not 
do it at all. And it is the marvel of 
the Gospel that God found a way to “be 
just, and the justifier of him which be- 
lieveth in Jesus” (Rom. 3:26). 





Next Week 


A successful young doctor and his 
wife take their turn at entertaining 
in their own home the members of 
a local medical association. Since 
drinks are regularly served on these 
occasions, this young couple feel 
obliged to follow the custom, al- 
though they are total abstainers. 
The Trmes reader who wrote to 
the editors about this distressing 
situation also wrote to Dr. Howard 
Kelly. The question will- be dis- 
cussed in this department in next 
week’s issue, and Dr. Kelly’s reply 
will be included. 

In addition, there will be other 
useful material for the temperance 
lesson, and interesting articles that 
make appropriate reading for 
Mother’s Day, May 11. 











It was no mere “fiat of God.” Neces- 
sity was laid upon him; and in the Gos- 
pel he wrought out a plan, not only of 
forgiveness, but also of justification. ‘So 
it is the preacher’s high privilege to 
declare that through the shed blood of 
the Lord Jesus Christ there is deliver- 
ance from sin, and the priceless boon 
of eternal life for whomsoever will re- 
ceive it. “Be it known unto you there- 
fore, men and brethren, that through 
this man is preached unto you the for- 
giveness of sins: and by him all that 
believe are justified from all things, from 
which ye could not be justified by the 
law of Moses” (Acts 13:38, 39). 

In this plan of God, his Son was 
reckoned as “the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world” (Rev. 13:8), 
and it was by his blood, already shed on 
Calvary in the reckoning of God, that 
men were saved in Old Testament times, 
the righteous God imputing their sins 
to his Son; and when the sacrifice of 
Calvary was accomplished, the right- 
eousness of God was declared in the 
remission of sins done aforetime in his 
forbearance (Rom. 3:25). On the cross 
the Son of God died “for the redemp- 
tion of the transgressions that were un- 
der the fii:st testament” (Heb. 9:15); he 
died not only for us, but for all sinners, 
from Adam down to the end of time. 

The purpose of the Old Testament 
bloody sacrifices was to point to Calvary, 
and ever to keep before the mind of 
man that there could be no forgiveness 
except on righteous grounds. The blood 
of bulls and goats could never take away 
sins. It could only cover the sins, as it 
were, until the efficacious blood should 
be shed in due time. 

Thus ve have been redeemed “with 
the precious blood of Christ, as of a 
Lamb without blemish and without spot: 
who verily was foreordained before the 
foundation of the world, but was mani- 
fest in these last times for you, who by 
him do believe in God, that raised him 
up from the dead and gave him glory; 
that your faith and hope might be in 
God” (1 Pet. 1:19-21). 
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The Eternal Future of the Saved and the Lost 


What the Bible has to say about a serious subject on which 
there has been much confusion 


By William L. Pettingill, D.D. 














ITH unmistakable clearness and 

W definiteness the Scriptures teach 

the eternal conscious bliss of the 
saved and the eternal conscious suffer- 
ing of the lost. The saved are forever 
with the Lord and the lost are forever 
banished from his presence. The most 
extreme language is employed to de- 
scribe both the endless joy of the saved 
and the endless sorrow of the lost. 

And let there be no mistake about it. 
Eternal means everlasting; it means 
endless; it means forever and ever. 
There is absolutely no end to either the 
glory awaiting the saved or the doom of 
the lost. 

It is true that the word aionian, trans- 
lated eternal, everlasting, and so on, is 
a word meaning age-lasting or age-en- 
during, but it is the word used for the 
unefiding being and glory of God him- 
self, as well as for the unending duration 


.of the life of the saved and punishment 


of the lost. It is the Greek word for 


endlessness. 


Are Life and Existence the Same? 


Much has been made of the fact that 
in Matthew 25:46, in the common Eng- 
lish Version, we have the word “eternal” 
for the life of the saved and the word 
“everlasting” for the punishment of the 
lost. But the Revised Version, very 
properly, has changed the verse to read 
“eternal punishment” and “eternal life.” 
There is no distinction between the 
words in the Greek text, for both words 
are identical; it is “aionian punishment” 
and “aionian life.” If the life is eternal, 
and it is, then the punishment likewise 
is eternal; both are endless. The pun- 
ishment does not end in annihiliation, 
any more than does the life. 

Too, it should be remembered’ that 
eternal existence is not the same thing 
as eternal life. No one will ever cease 
to exist, but life is a vastly different 
thing from mere existence. Even now, 
according to the Scriptures, the lost are 
dead, and when one is saved he passes 
from death into life. So, the lost, though 
existing, and consciously existing, are 
not living, but dead. God is the source 
of life, and one who is cut off from God 
is dead. Physically alive, yes; but dead 
toward God, dead while he liveth (1 
Tim. 5:6). 

Also, let us realize that the lost, even 
now, are as dead as they ever will be. 
It may or may not be true, as some say, 
that “millions now living will never 
die.” I hope it is true, and that I am 
among those who will never die, yet no 
one can say positively that it is true. 


Human reason staggers at the im- 
mensity of eternity. If we follow 
its leadings, unaided by the light of 
God’s Word, we become hopelessly 
confused. Our only safety lies in 
adhering strictly to what the Scrip- 
tures say. When Abraham was 
pleading for Sodom, he asked the 
question, “Shall not the Judge of all 
the earth do right?” to which of 
course there is only one answer. God 
will indeed do right, and we must 
and we can trust him and his writ- 
ten Word. This is the eighth and 
concluding article in the series by 
Dr. Pettingill on “What Do Funda- 
mentalists Really Believe?” 








But this is certainly true: that millions 
now living are already dead; and they 
will be no deader after their physical 
death than they already are. A little 
later we shall be studying the case of 
the rich man in Hades after his physical 
death, and we shall see that he has not 
been changed at all, for he is the same 
personification of selfishness now as be- 
fore. It is a terrible thought, but it is 
awfully true, that those all about us who 
are out of Christ are already dead. Not 
dying, but dead. Not threatened with 
death, but dead. Dead, now and here. 
And unless they are brought to Christ 
there is no hope for them; there is no 
escape from the death already upon 
them, but they are doomed to continue 
in unspeakable grief throughout the 
endless ages of eternity. So, ere it is 
too late, let us who live bestir ourselves 
for these who are dead. Let us snatch 
them as brands from the burning. “He 
that winneth souls is wise,” and “they 
that be wise shall shine as the bright- 
ness of the firmament; and they that 
turn many to righteousness as the stars 
for ever and ever” (Prov. 11:30; Dan. 
12:3). 


I. THe ETERNAL FUTURE OF THE SAVED 


Strictly speaking, the believer — 
meaning one who, having taken his place 
under the shed blood of the Son of 
God, has been born again—cannot die 
at all. For him, Christ “hath abolished 
death, and hath brought life and im- 
mortality to light through the gospel” 
(2 Tim. 1:10). The thing that we call 
death has for the Christian become the 
vestibule of Heaven, and by it he is 
released forever from all sin, all sick- 
ness, all sorrow, and ushered into the 
presence of him whom his soul loveth. 
He is “absent from the body, and... 


present with the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8). 
He is not asleep. His body sleeps until 
the resurrection, but he himself is con- 
sciously rejoicing in the fellowship of 
his Lord and the redeemed of the Lord 
who have preceded him to that sublime 
abode. There is no ground in Scripture 
on which to base the doctrine of soul 
sleeping. Study Revelation 6:9, 10, and 
Revelation 7:9-17, where are seen great 
hosts of redeemed ones, between death 
and resurrection, and see how far from 
sleeping they are! 


Indescribable Joys in Heaven 


Human language is inadequate to de- 
scribe the state and surroundings of the 
saved of God in Heaven. Paul was 
caught up to that place, and such was 
“the abundance of the _ revelations” 
vouchsafed to him that he had to endure 
for the rest of his earthly ministry a 
thorn in the flesh, lest he should be 
exalted above measure (2 Cor. 12:2-9). 
In that wonderful place the tabernacle 
of God will be with men, “and he will 
dwell with them, and they shall be his 
people, and God himself shall be with 
them, and be their God. And God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes; 
and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there 
be any more pain: ... and his serv- 
ants shall serve him: and they shall see 
his face; and his name shall be in their 
foreheads. And there shall be no night 
there; and they need no candle, neither 
light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth 
them light: and they shall reign for ever 
and ever” (Rev. 21:3, 4; 22:3-5). 


It. THe ETERNAL FUTURE OF THE LOST 


Our subject has to do, not with the 
intermediate state of the lost dead, but 
rather with their ultimate state, their 
“eternal future.” Yet it is well that we 
look for a moment at their present posi- 
tion and condition while awaiting their 
final doom. It is a pity that in our com- 
monly used Version of the Bible there 
is no distinction made between Hades 
(Sheol in the Old Testament) and Hell. 
The Revised Version has made this dis- 
tinction, however, and the student 
should consult it. Dr. Scofield has so 
well summarized the Scriptural teaching 
on this point that I venture to repro- 
duce his note here; it is found on pages 
1098 and 1099 of his Reference Bible: 
the comment is on the word translated 
“hell” in Luke 16:23: 

“Gr., hades, ‘the unseen world,’ is re- 
vealed as the place of departed human 
spirits between death and resurrection. 
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The word occurs, Matt. 11:23; 16:18; 
Luke 10:15; Acts 2:27, 31; Rev. 1:18; 6: 
8; 20:13, 14, and is the equivalent of the 
Old Testament sheol. The Septuagint 
invariably renders sheol by hades. 

“1. Hades before the ascension of 
Christ. The passages in which the word 
occurs make it clear that hades was 
formerly in two divisions, the abodes 
respectively of the saved and of the lost. 
The former was called ‘paradise’ and 
‘Abraham’s bosom.’ Both designations 
were Talmudic, but adopted by Christ 
in Luke 16:22; 23:43. The blessed dead 
were with Abraham, they were conscious 
and were ‘comforted’ (Luke 16:25). The 
believing malefactor was to be, that day, 
with Christ in ‘paradise.’ The lost were 
separated from the saved by a ‘great 
gulf fixed’ (Luke 16:26). The repre- 
sentative man of the lost who are now 
in hades is the rich man of Luke 16: 
19-31. He was alive, conscious, in the 
full exercise of his faculties, memory, 
etc., and in torment. 


“2. Hades since the ascension of Christ. 
So far as the unsaved dead are con- 
cerned, no change of their place or con- 
dition is revealed in Scripture. At the 
judgment of the great white throne, 
hades will give them up, they will be 
judged, and will pass into the lake of 
fire (Rev. 20:13, 14). But a change has 
taken place which affects paradise. Paul 
was ‘caught up to the third heaven... 
into paradise’ (2 Cor. 12:1-4). Paradise, 
therefore, is now in the immediate pres- 
ence of God. It is believed that Eph. 
4:8-10 indicates the time of the change. 
‘When he ascended up on high he led 
a multitude of captives.’ It is imme- 
diately added that’ He had previously 
‘descended first into the lower parts of 
the earth,’ that is, the paradise division 
of hades. During the present church- 
age the saved who died are ‘absent from 
the body, at home with the Lord.’ The 
wicked dead in hades, and the right- 
eous dead ‘at home with the Lord,’ alike 
await the resurrection (Job 19:25; 1 Cor. 
18: $2) .” 

The notion that Satan is now reigning 
as a king in hell is not found in the 
Bible. Satan has not yet gone into hell, 
though it is a place prepared for him 
and his angels (Matt. 25:41). In due 
time he and his angels will be cast into 
hell, and he will be the most abject 
sufferer there. And, in addition to him 
and his angels, all will be cast into hell 
whose names are “not found written in 
the book of life” (Rev. 20:15). 

Hell, properly translated, comes from 
the word Gehenna, which was a name 
applied to a place in the valley of Hin- 
nom where in olden times human sacri- 
fices were offered (2 Chron. 33:6; Jer. 
7:31). It is the name in Scripture for 
the lake of fire, the final and eternal 
abode of the lost (Rev. 19:20; 20:10, 14, 
15). 


It is a fact of solemn significance that 
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the word Gehenna,-meaning hell, or the 
lake of fire, occurs only twelve times in 
the New Testament, and in every in- 
stance, with but one exception (Jas. 3: 
6), it came from the lips of our Lord 
Jesus Christ himself (see Matt. 5:22, 29, 
30; 10:28; 18:9; 23:15, 33; Mark 9:43, 45, 
47; Luke 12:5). 

The most terrible words found in 
Scripture concerning the eternal future 
of the lost are those uttered by our Lord 
in Mark 9:42-48, where men are warned 
of the danger of being cast into the place 
called hell, “into the fire that never shall 
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be quenched: where their worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched.” 

He had a right to speak, for he knew 
what he was talking about, and, more- 
over, he was on the way to the cross to 
deliver men from the awful fate await- 
ing God’s enemies. 

So here is the teaching of the Word 
of God concerning the eternal future of 
the saved and the lost. May God de- 
liver us from contemplating the fate of 
the lost in cold blood! Let us hurry, 
hurry, hurry, for the time is short. 

WILMINGTON, DEL. 














Teaching by the Visual Method 


A widely used plan, which is making the Bible sto::es more interesting to children 
By David J. Fant the chi ape 


Secretary 
stian and Missionary Alliance 











“c HAT can I do to hold the atten- 

tion of the smaller children, 
those ‘jumping beans’ who have bees in 
their bonnets and springs in their 
joints?” That is the perennial question 
of teachers, and to it publishers of Sun- 
day school material have long sought 
the answer. 

Perhaps the solution, at least in part, 
has now been found, for a new method 
of presenting Bible truth to children has 
sprung up almost overnight — teaching 
by the visual method. 

The explanation of its popularity is 
simple. We are living in an intense 
age; a day of action. Most of that which 
we give to the child through his ears 
is soon forgotten; much more is retained 
that finds access to his mind through his 
eyes. Psychologists have reckoned that 
a child remembers only about 10 per 
cent of what he hears, but will retain 
50 per cent of what he sees. An ancient 
Chinese proverb states that one picture 
is worth 1,000 words. Educators know 
this, and in our secular schools visual 
education is being more and more com- 
bined with vocal; words are being ac- 
companied by action. Former dry text- 
books are now made enticing with 
interesting dialogue, questions and an- 
swers, true and faise tests, accompanied 
by beautiful and telling drawings. The 
road to learning may not yet be paved 
with gold, but it at least has a coating 
of sugar! And who will contend that 
the new way is not better? The prin- 
ciple is just as true and necessary in the 
religious and spiritual realm as any- 
where else. 

For years certain types of visual edu- 
cation have been employed in the Sun- 
day school, — missionary museum, stere- 
opticon slides or moving pictures, 


‘blackboard talks, and object lessons. But 


generally these hav been only occa- 
sional and incidental, due to their ex- 





pense and the fact that they require 
special talent. 

But this new method of visual teach- 
ing, with the use of a flannel board, 
brings visual teaching within the reach 
of almost every school and teacher. Be- 
cause of its simplicity and inexpensive- 
ness, it has proved a most welcome tool 
in the hands of missionaries and native 
workers on the mission fields. And 
while it is designed for the smaller chil- 
dren, it may be adapted to a wide vari- 
ety of uses: in the individual classroom 
for teaching; for a resumé of the lesson 
in the general assembly period; for chil- 
dren’s meetings during the week; for 
Daily Vacation Bible School projects; 
and for group meetings on the mission 
field. 

The materials required for teaching 
with the flannel board are simple and 
inexpensive, and require no knowledge 
of art. Once made, the board and the 
basic pieces may be used again and 
again. Only the cut-out pictures, which 
may be secured from a number of pub- 
lishers and augmented by gleanings from 
magazines, books, lesson rolls and cards, 
and ,the iike, are necessary. 

The flannel board is the founda- 
tion for all such illustrative teach- 
ing. Secure a piece of three-ply board, 
size 28x40 inches. Cover the board with 
a piece of navy blue or black outing 
flannel, allowing it to overlap so that 
it can be tacked on the back. When the 
board is to be used on a table, attach 
an easel to the back, mounting it about 
eight inches from the top of the board, 
and affix a string that will permit it 
to spread sufficiently for the proper 
slope. 

An attractive background may be 
made by taking a piece of light blue 
or gray outing flannel, 18 inches wide, 
and sketching on it in outline the peaks 
of mountains in purple—the purple 
giving the appearance of distance. Then 
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use a narrow strip of flannel to repre- 
sent grass in the foreground. These 
strips of flannel will adhere to the back- 
ground without other means of fasten- 
ing. When the proper colors of flannel 
are not conveniently available, white 
outing flannel may be used, and shaded 
with colored pencils. Instead of a two- 
piece background, a three-piece may be 
used to add color if desired, placing the 
light blue outing flannel at the top of 
the board, overlapping this with a strip 
of mountain peaks, and overlapping the 
base of the mountains from the bottom 
with a strip of green. If the teacher de- 
sires a more elaborate background, and 
is ingenious, she may add to the above 
such ornaments as trees, roads, houses, 
and the like. Or, she may design a dif- 
ferent landscape for various occasions. 
Some have sketched such backgrounds 
as the city of Jerusalem against which 
many of the events of the life of Christ 
may be displayed. 

All the figures required for visual in- 
struction may be secured at moderate 
cost from the publishers. It is then only 
necessary to cut out and color the pic- 
tures, using either pencils or paints. This 
is a fascinating job for the children 
themselves. Then each object must be 
backed with a piece of outing flannel. 
Just a small strip the length of the fig- 
ure is enough; it is not necessary to 
cover the object completely. This back- 
ing will cause the objects to adhere se- 
curely to the board; flannel sticks to 
flannel. The objects are then placed 
under a weight until thoroughly dry. 

Instructions as to the use of the objects 
accompany each lesson. Some publish- 
ers prepare lessons based on particular 
Bible subjects; at least one prepares 


_materials quarterly to follow the Inter- 


national Uniform Series of Sunday 
school lessons. All have this point in 
common. They aim at child evangelism. 
They seek not only to teach the lesson 
itself, but to apply its truth directly to 
the hearers. 

In order to accomplish this, two sets 
of material are provided for each les- 
son: that required for teaching; and that 
required for applying. After the lesson 
story itself has been told by word and 
demonstration, the objects that were 
used are removed from the board, and 
another set of objects is employed in 
making the application. Thus it is pos- 
sible to impress on the class the prin- 
cipal truth contained in the lesson. Par- 
ticular emphasis is laid upon the themes 
of sin and salvation, in order that even 
the youngest may be taught fundamental 
Gospel truth, and led to confess Christ 
as his personal Saviour. 

Every teacher of the young owes it to 
herself to become acquainted with this 
modern, effective, inexpensive method. 

New York Clry. 
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Under the Skylight 


By The Farm Mother 




















The Surprise of the Centuries 


OUNG people of today are poorer 

for the passing of the type of lyceum 
lecture which we enjoyed back in those 
happy days before the public came to 
demand that all ideas presented to it be 
pre-digested, dramatized, and flashed 
upon a screen for painless, even effort- 
less, assimilation. 

The lecturer who made perhaps the 
deepest impression- upon my youthful 
mind was George R. Wendling. I re- 
call him with vivid distinctness deliver- 
ing his lecture, “Is Death the End?” 
He had a‘most impressive dignity both 
of bearing and of diction. He was 
at the height of his popularity about 
the time when Higher Criticism, so- 
called, was creating a sensation in the 
field of religion. The term Modernism 
had not then come into use. 

In later years I have often thought 
of Mr. Wendling, and, recalling how in 
many a platform orator of scholarly dic- 
tion and impressive personality I have, 
since the issue has been clearly drawn, 
sooner or later to my dismay detected 
the shibboleth of unbelief, I have won- 
dered whether, were I to hear him to- 
day, I should experience the same dis- 
appointment. So much that I once 
thought profound has been revealed as 
only smug. One day last summer I had 
a delightful surprise. I was visiting in 
my girlhood home and on the library 
shelves of a friend I found in a bound 
volume an enlargement by Mr. Wendling 
of his lecture, “The Man of Galilee.” 
I read it eagerly and found it deeply 
gratifying. 

Space here forbids any discussion of 
the book. In fact the theme that has 
since been singing over and over in my 
heart like a haunting melody from an 
enjoyed symphony was not in the 
author’s own words but a quotation. 
Here it is. “‘The greatness of Christ,’ 
says Gordon, ‘must be the surprise of 
the centuries; the last hours of time 
must have for their romance the fresh 
unveiling of his Majesty; and the per- 
petual delight of the everlasting future 
must be the ever grander discovery of 
his significance.’ ” 

Read the passage over and over. If 
your heart sickens and revolts as does 
mine at the ghastly surprises lately 
sprung on a bewildered world by the 
fiendish cleverness and ingenuity of 
genius gone berserk, there may well up 
in your eyes as in mine the only ade- 
quate expression of a heart overflowing 
with the joy of remembering that long 
after the clangor of war has forever died 
away, and the last tawdry triumph of 
unregenerate humanity has crashed in 
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ruins and sunk into oblivion, we of the 
blood-washed throng shall have barely 
begun our voyage of discovery into the 
infinite mystery of that One in whom 
are hidden all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge, a blessed unfolding des- 
tined to continue throughout the ages 
of ages. “Thanks be to God for his un- 
speakable gift.” 
ve 


A Convenient Plan 
for Memorizing Scripture 
By E. May Rickards 


O ONE can estimate the blessing of 

Bible memorizing. It is for this 
purpose that a West Philadelphia pastor 
has designed the Bible Memodex. It 
consists of twenty cards, each card be- 
ing devoted to one particular subject, 
and containing five Bible verses on that 
subject, so that in all there are one 
hundred Bible verses covering various 
phases of Bible truth. Considerable 
care has been taken to secure the most 
helpful Scripture verses. The unique 
feature of the cards is the listing of the 
verses under a system of headings so 
that both the verses and their signifi- 
cance may be learned at the same time. 
Such subjects as What God Says about 
the Person of Christ, The Holy Spirit, 
Consequences of Sin, The Way of Salva- 
tion, The Assurance of Salvation, Future 
of the Saved, Future of the Lost, Prayer, 
The Christian Life, and Christian Stew- 
ardship are dealt with. 

The topics on the cards are being used 
by the pastor as the basis of* twenty 
prayer meeting talks, and it is proving 
to be an interesting and effective way of 
increasing the attendance at prayer 
meeting. Every Wednesday evening each 
one attending the prayer service is given 
one of the cards, and is urged to learn 
the five Bible verses given thereon. An 
opportunity is given for anyone to recite 
the verses learned the previous week. It 
was a real inspiration to hear one man 
who had learned the Scripture verses 
not only in his mind, but in his heart as 
well, stand up in the prayer service and 
recite all of the verses given on all of 
the cards. The young people particu- 
larly are finding these of great benefit 
to them in their young people’s organ- 
izations, 

The Bible Memodex cards are placed 
in art stock covers, about 4% by 2% 
inches, very convenient to carry in one’s 
pocket or handbag.1 This folder can be 
kept and reviewed constantly, and the 
pastor urges each one to know the texts 
and use them in personal work with 
those who do not know the Lord as 
their Saviour and the Lord of their lives. 

PHILADELPHIA. 





1The cards, stapled to the stiff cover, are 
published by the Rev. H. George Vorsheim, 
Jr., and may be had from the Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, 58th St. and Chester Ave., 
Philadelphia, for 10 cents. 
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can McRoberts of the Oriental 

Missionary Society writes: “In 
many districts demon possession is com- 
mon, and often while preaching the Gos- 
pel our workers are interrupted by peo- 
ple bringing a son, or daughter, wife or 
husband to be prayed for, that a demon 
might be cast out. Not a few times a 
message half preached has been brought 
to an abrupt ending and the preacher 
challenged by a person and power more 
than human. Never shall I forget the 
first night that superhuman power was 
made real to me. A Chinese believer 
who had gone back into sin and had 
again become possessed by a demon 
came to me one night and asked if I 
would permit him to sleep with me, as 
he was very much afraid of the demon’s 
returning. I welcomed him to my small 
room. Two of its walls were made of 
bamboo lengths, a foot apart, with news- 
papers pasted between, and, owing to 
an overabundance of ‘ventilation,’ on wet 
nights I used my waterproof sheet and 
umbrella. It was just such a night that 
he chose to sleep with me. After prayer 
we rolled up together in the same Chi- 
nese bedroll, with our heads at opposite 
ends. Toward midnight the bed began 
to shake, and my friend cried out in 
great fear. At that I was awake and 
very conscious of a thick atmosphere. I 
knew that the demon was in my room, 
and at once began to pray, claiming the 
power of the Blood. . . . Suddenly the 
demon left, and the atmosphere imme- 
diately cleared. The following morn- 
ing two Chinese inquirers laughed on 
hearing my story, and that very night, 
while they slept together across the 
street, they were possessed for the first 
time by demons.” He tells of being 
interrupted, while preaching, by a 
mother who brought a demon-possessed 


D=: Possession in China.—Dun- 


‘boy to be prayed with. When he spoke 


to the boy the demon himself would 
sometimes answer. As the boy in bitter 
tears cried out to God for mercy, he re- 
buked the demon who came out after a 
fierce struggle, leaving the boy weak but 
happy and well. 


Every Man in His Own Tongue.—‘“I 
never read such high literature before,” 
said the Italian barber to whom I had 
sent copies of the little Italian Christian 
paper Vita. Then he added, in refer- 
ence to war that the only way out of 
this “abomination of desolation” (for so 
he called the war) is the return of 
Christ. Yet he had never seen a Tes- 
tament until I gave him the Gospel of 


Luke. Vita is published by H. Moscato 
(12 copies a year for $1, 1218 Wheeler 
Ave., Bronx, N. Y.). It -is admirable. 
Mr. Moscato works at his trade while 
editing the paper and expounding in it 
the Word of Life. The war has cut off 
his Italian subscribers to a large extent 
and made publishing difficult. Have any 
readers Italian acquaintances who would 
profit by subscriptions? 

Dr. Samuel Rizzo of Newark, N. J., 
is a leader among the Portuguese Chris- 
tians in America. There are about a 
half million Portuguese in the United 
States. How shall they hear without a 
preacher or a multitude of preachers? 
In no better way than by the press. 
“With the growth of our missionary 
work in Newark, Elizabeth, and Carteret 
in New Jersey,” says the report, “and 
with many demands coming from New 
England, Portugal, and Portuguese Af- 
rica, we plan to enlarge our ministry 





Japanese “Kindness” 





Tithing mint, anise, and cummin 
while tolerating large-scale wicked- 
ness is illustrated in the “Let Us 
Be Kind Week” initiated by the 
Japanese authorities in Manchukuo 
early last December. It was ex- 
plained in the Japan Chronicle that 
in a country where a controlled 
economy is enforced, the business 
of living “conforms to a pattern, 
and its amenities are lost . . .. and 
the people become brusque and ill- 
mannered, adopting a too typically 
boorish and churlish attitude.” The 
“Let Us Be Kind Week” is de- 
signed to “eliminate all discourte- 
sies.” Meanwhile the bombs crash 
over Chinese cities, 











to thousands through the printed word. 
The American Tract Society has prom- 
ised us $150 annually. Dr. Delavan 
Pierson, former Editor of The Missionary 
Review of the World, has added $50. 
So we have $200 to begin” publication 
of Aurora Evangelicala (Evangelical 
Dawn). A group of twenty-two Portu- 
guese Christians, already overburdened 
with the financial demands of their 
church, met January 13 at St. Paul’s 
Presbyterian Church, Newark, to launch 
the paper as an adventure of faith.” The 
editors serve without pay. They are 


competent and devoted men.. Dr. Con- 
ceicevo having been trained in the Uni- 
versity of Portugal, and Dr, Rizzo at 
Columbia and Princeton. Manuel -P. 
Dansas, St. Paul’s Church, 117 Union St., 
Newark, N. J., is treasurer. The mini- 
mum cost of publishing and mailing 
the paper will be $725 yearly. This is 


. certainly a frugal and practical way of 


getting the Gospel to hundreds of thou- 
sands of Catholic Portuguese. 


A dangerous rival to Christianity 
among American Indians is the “Peyote” 
cult. While the older Indians cling to 
traditional religious ideas, their children 
crave something more modern. So the 
movement actually incorporated’in 1918 
under Oklahoma State law as the “Na- 
tive American Church” appeals to them. 
It is directed and controlled only by 
Indians. Its “missionaries” have gone 
out to all the various tribes, and a re- 
cent survey shows more than four per 
cent of all Indians as its adherents. 

The distinctive practice of this “Na- 
tive American Church” is the eating of 
the peyote bean at its gatherings, which 
last from evening till morning. This 
is the seed pod of a certain cactus, grown 
mostly in old Mexico, and introduced 
into Oklahoma about 45 years ago. The 
early Spanish padres called it “devil’s 
root.” When eaten it produces hallu- 
cinations as highly colored as those of 
the hashish addict, and the Indian who 
uses the drug lives only for the next 
opportunity of experiencing these hal- 
lucinations. As the people are gathered 
in “prayer,” visions of the cross appear 
to them. Sometimes they have fore- 
bodings of impending disasters, or are 
warned against evil habits. The name 
of Christ is employed, and members of 
the cult profess respect for the Bible. 
But they claim that God reveals him- 
self to them in the drug-induced dreams. 

“I wish,” said one of the Bible So- 
ciety’s missicnaries grimly, “that those 
who call ‘Peyote’ a ‘harmless native cus- 
tom’ could attend a Peyote ceremonial 
as I have done. I wish they could hear 
the amazing mixture of pagan ideas and 
Christian terminology that makes up the 
ritual. I wish they could watch the men 
working themselves into a frenzy all 
night long, and staggering out in the 
morning ready for any crime or foolish- 
ness their drug-crazed brains may dic- 
tate. I wish they could see the wives 
and children condemned to near-starva- 
tion because the men are too debilitated 
to work, and spend on the drug what 
little they have. As for Peyote’s being 
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a ‘branch of Christianity,’ as some of its 
devotees claim, well,—to me the most 
shocking thing about the ceremonial was 
that the peyote beans on the altar were 
piled upon an open Bible.” Evidently 
the Bible is to these unfortunates merely 
a fetish, venerated without respect to 
its contents. 


“A Factory for Words in the Sacred 
Tongue.”—This was the name given by 
scoffers to the Hebrew Language Coun- 
cil established a little over 50 years ago 
to make an ancient language available 
for present-day use. Today the Council 
can look back on 12,000 words created 
or revived, which make modern He- 
brew, to quote Lord Balfour, “as flex- 
ible, as rich, as capable of adaptation 
to every new use, to every growth in 
the realm of knowledge, as any language 
in which human thought can be ex- 
pressed.” At present, says The Pales- 
tine Review, “the Council has 14 sub- 
committees, which number 38 scholars, 
Iexicographers, research workers, 
writers, experts in many fields. The re- 
sults of their work are incorporated in 
TIexicons, dictionaries, textbooks, and 
special pamphlets on terminology and 
nomenclature of many branches of daily 
activity. Technicians of all kinds, elec- 
tricians, telephone and telegraph work- 
ers, printers, mathematicians, cooks, bot- 
anists, gymnasts, to name only a few, 
have been armed with Hebrew terminol- 
ogy for their occupations by the Vaad 
Halashon. Dictionaries will shortly ap- 
pear under its auspices dealing with 
locksmithy, blacksmithy, and theater, 
sheep-breeding, wireless, shipping, and 
other pursuits. Recently an aircraft 
factory applied to it for Hebrew termi- 
nology for its processes. Technical ex- 
perts in every line are engaged to col- 
laborate with the Council in the coining 
of new terms. ... With the granting of 
the British mandate, the recognition of 
Hebrew as the official language, the 
growing network of schools and the 
founding of the Hebrew University, and 
the rapid expansion of the economic life 
of the Vishuv which has made necessary 
the creation of more and more words 
to denote objects unknown in ancient 
times, the activities of the Council have 
been given new impetus.” 


Wong Moon Him operates a grocery 
store in San Antonio, Texas. Born in 
China, he came to the United States 
eighteen years ago and was converted 
in a Christian mission in that city. Im- 
mediately his heart was set on fire for 
the cause of Christ. He won his wife 
to the Saviour, and later, because of his 
zeal, was made deacon of the Chinese 
Baptist Church of San Antonio. His 
ambition is that some day he and his 
eight children may all be preachers of 
the Gospel in his homeland. 

But Wong Moon Him is not waiting 
until some far-off opportunity offers. 
Following his conversion he began writ- 
ing to his eighty-year-old mother, 250 
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miles from Canton, telling of the won- 
ders of the Christian life. When, to his 
great joy, she was converted, he sent 
money to buy property next to her home 
to be dedicated as a preaching stand. 
Then he wrote to the nearest Baptist 
missionary asking him “to send a Chi- 
nese preacher to preach at Hoy Sun each 
Sunday. I will pay the expenses.” 
Later he had ten phonograph records 
made in which he preached and sang 
in Chinese and talked personally with 
his mother. These he sent to China with 
the request that they be played to his 





Religious Dictatorship 





Nazi schemes for using the 
churches for political ends finds 
illustration in the case of a German 
Protestant named Lade who joined 
the Russian Church and managed 
to receive consecration as bishop 
by the “Orthodox” church of the 
Ukraine. Hiding his real identity 
under the name of Seraphim, he 
proceeded to Berlin where he was 
recognized by the Nazis as bishop 
of the Russian exiles in Germany, 
and was given money and other 
support by Hitler. Pressure was 
brought to bear on the Orthodox 
in France, Belgium, and the Balkans 
to accept his spiritual leadership. 
Parishes and dioceses that refuse are 
declared illegal, and their clergy are 
liable to punishment. On the other 
hand the Orthodox in Hungary and 
Roumania are assured protection 
and favorable treatment through 
Nazi influence, under Seraphim 
Lade’s administration. The Rou- 
manian Patriarch has been pressed 
gradually to despose all the Rou- 
manian higher clergy, to be replaced 
by Seraphim’s nominees, The Serb, 
Bulgarian, and Greek churches are 
to be lined up as soon as possible, 
forcibly if necessary, with the new 
regime, 











mother in Hoy Sun village, and after 
she had heard them -that all the vil- 
lagers be invited to come and hear the 
message, too. A few days later the re- 
turning missionary received a check for 
$100 on the Bank of Canton to pay his 
expenses to Hoy Sun, with the request 
that if unable to get to that village the 
money be employed somewhere else for 
the cause of Christ. 

Wong Moon Him also sent ten hand- 
kerchiefs with Gospel messages written 
upon them, to distribute among young 
people interested in learning about 
Christ. He gave an order on the Bible 
Society at Shanghai for Testaments and 
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other literature f © wide 4 ditribution. 
More recently he has béen licensed to 
preach, and seven Chinese were con- 
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for missionary 

An ecumenical council to be held at 
the Vatican is planned by Pope Pius XII, 
to take place immediately after the war, 
according to reports from Rome. It. is 
to be the largest since the Council of 
Trent. Thousands of prelates, including 
archbishops and bishops and other high 
dignitaries of the church, will be sum- 
moned from all quarters of the globe. 
The name Trent is ominous to Christian 
ears. It was at the Council of Trent in 
1545 that the Counter-Reformation was 
initiated, and an era of persecution and 
repression opened which destroyed the 
Reformation in half of Europe. 

Why this fresh council? To bring in 
a new order, according to the newspaper 
dispatch. Obviously the Vatican looks 
for, and hopes for, and is even intri- 
guing for the downfall of England which 
has been the backbone of Protestantism 
throughout the world. Crown Prince 
Umberto of Italy, after consulting with 
Hitler, met the Spanish Minister of 
Foreign Affairs at the Vatican, to devise 
methods for striking at England through 
Gibraltar. Leopold of Belgium is much 
under the influence of the Louvain 
Jesuits. Pierre Laval, the French cleri- 
cal politician, who arranged with Musso- 
lini and Pius XI the raid on Abyssinia, 
is plotting to attack Britain from France. 
The Roman Catholic Irish, by withhold- 
ing from England sea bases in Ireland, 
have, according to Mr. Kaltenborn, dou- 
bled English losses by submarine. Franco 
would bring Spain into line with the 
Axis if he but dared. Clericals in Que- 
bee are a brake on Canada’s war efforts, 
and various Irish leaders in the United 
States hamper aid to Britain. French 
patriots like Petain do not attack Brit- 
ain, but they have destroyed the French 
Republic, as little liked as England by 
the Vatican, and have repatriated an 
army of monks and nuns that the Re- 
public had expelled from its borders. 

The future cannot be foreseen, but 
one may be permitted to question 
whether the great ecclesiastical council] 
planned for, even if held, will be able 
to achieve such victories over the Ref- 
ormation as it contemplates. Already 
Rome has lost its hold upon Africa with 
the downfall of the Italian African Em- 
pire, and its cruel grip on Spain may be 
loosened at any time. 


Preaching and Worship.—A renewed 
appreciation of what he calls the “evan- 
gelical tradition, in which the pulpit 
is an altar, and the sacrament is the 
spoken word containing the invisible 
presence of-God,” is what a former Ro- 
man Catholic priest, writing in the 
Christian Century, pleads for. This is 
wholesome counsel in a day when s0 
often the central pulpit, with a great 
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Bible planted squarely upon it, has been 
shoved aside so that attention may be 
focused on an altar, and when so many 
Protestant leaders are prescribing litur- 
gics as the cure for languishing piety. 
What is true Christian worship but “the 
fire and flame of hearts burning in the 
sense of God and His grace”? Music 
and other aesthetic devices may stir 
emotionally, but they are not enough to 
ensure for the emotions a Godward di- 
rection. It needs the spoken word to do 
that. 

One can understand what Dr. Horace 
Bushnell meant when he said: “There 
lives more true worship in a right work- 
ing sermon than in all the liturgies in 
the world.” The great preachers of 
the church, says Dr. Bushnell, needed “no 
outer paraphernalia. From their study; 
from their prayer, from their experience 
they found the divine Word. They did 
not simply expound or exhort. They 
lifted up Christ so that listeners were 
transformed into worshipers.” He re- 
lates how two Brooklyn Roman Catholic 
priests heard that a former priest was 
occupying a Protestant pulpit in Man- 
hattan. They were curious to know 
what it was like, so after their own 
early masses they went over to see. 
Both were deeply impressed. Said one, 
who had been reared in all the majestic 
splendor of the Roman ceremonial, “It 
was the most solemn religious service I 
ever attended.” This from a Catholic 
priest of a “minister in black gown 
speaking from his heart of the things of 
God.” One may quote Dr. Bushnell 
again. “Make the preaching right, and 
I will answer for the interest and glow, 
the high understanding and real worship 
of the people.” 


The violent dislocations incident to 
the war bring about strange new con- 
tacts. An article in Life and Work, 
organ of the Church of Scotland, de- 
scribes the strange sensation of a Scot- 
tish parson, when after ten days’ absence 
he returned to his parish to find the 
predominating language no longer a 
blend of Scots and English as for gen- 
erations past, but: Polish. Several thou- 
sand Polish troops had been billeted in 
the fields adjacent to the village. Though 
suspected at first these aliens soon won 
the confidence and even the affection of 
the cautious Scottish folk. “As I passed 
through the village,” says the writer, 
“a Polish officer was playing horse with 
the gamekeeper’s children, pulling them 
along in their gocart with shouts of 
laughter. A soldier was sitting on the 
bridge, two schoolgirls beside him 
watching as he mended their doll. An- 
other was at a cottage door, holding 


a baby in his arm. We came to under- 
stand why these men rushed to be 
friends of children. They are nearly 
all married men who have lost all touch 
with their families, and have no idea 
what has become of them. A few know 
too well—and cannot forget. Only a 
worn photograph remains, and is proudly 
produced. ‘My little boy —same age as 
yours —very like.’ ... I have seen one 
of them hugging a rather embarrassed 
young Boy Scout with a half frenzy of 
devotion, bringing him presents of 
sweets and fruits, taking him bird- 
watching in the glen woods—and liv- 
ing on memory. 

“We have come to admire the mix- 
ture of freedom and discipline that ex- 
ists between Polish officer and Polish 
man-of-the-ranks. You will see them 
spring to salute on meeting, and then 
in a flash become comrades (literally) 
in arms, laughing their way to the 
Church of Scotland canteen. ... We have 
noticed, too, that the young surgeon 
stands aside at the door to give prece- 
dence to the older man, although his in- 
ferior in rank. All this fits well our 
Scottish sense of human worth. And it 
is not a surface politeness. It is a 
thoughtfulness in little things. I can- 
not carry a heavy parcel down the vil- 
lage street of an evening without hear- 
ing scurrying feet behind me, and find- 
ing a Polish hand laid on mine to share 
the burden. 

“We on our side are doing what we 
can to bring back for them the human 
interests of life, to restore some faint 
shadow of the feeling of home. Almost 
every house in the parish is open to 
them —and the House of God, too, al- 
though they do not belong to the same 
side of the ‘dividing walls’ as we do. 
The old friendship is being revived, the 
friendship that the poet Campbell did 
so much to develop a hundred years 
ago, a friendship extending back far 
across the centuries. ‘My troops,’ said 
General Sikorski, Prime Minister and 
Commander-in-Chief, ‘my troops ar- 
rived broken in spirit, broken in health, 
and broken in morale. The kindness 
they have received has restored the soul 
of the Polish army.’” 


An unusual baptismal service is re- 
ported in the Standard, organ of the 
Oriental Missionary Society. It was the 
result of work carried on in four prisons 
near Peiping, China, among 3,000 pris- 
oners. Access to these had been granted 
by the authorities to missionaries, who 
were able not only to show little kind- 
nesses, like providing medicines for the 
sick and special comforts such as fans 
during the hot summer months, but to 
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distribute New Testaments and to con- 
verse with the prisoners about the Gos- 
pel. A number of inquirers were from 
time to time grouped in probationary 
classes. Recently a class of more than 
one hundred was examined, and eighty- 
five of these were accépted for baptism. 

In company with Brother Ma, a native 
pastor, the writer visited Number 2 
Model Prison, situated just out of the 
city. On every side of the entrance hall 
were iron gates, through which could 
be seen long corridors leading to every 
part of the prison. Passing through one 
of these gates they entered a large room 
where prisoners were busily engaged in 
weaving blue and white cloth. At a 
given signal all was still, the machines 
stopped, and Brother Ma was given full 
charge. He called the names of twelve 
men who had accepted Christ and they 
came forward for examination for bap- 
tism. Their bright faces and prompt 
replies gave evidence that they truly 
knew Him in whom they had believed. 
Prayer was offered, and the two passed 
on by another corridor to a room where 
thirty-five prisoners were making inner 
soles for shoes. From this group two 
Christians were called out and examined 
in like manner. In another room four 
candidates were called, and in a fourth, 
where the men were engaged in setting 
type for printing, ten were examined. 

After the examinations the candidates 
gathered in the assembly hall where 
clean white gowns were given them to 
put on over their prison garb. Brother 
Ma set up a portable baptistry. A chorus 
was sung as one by one the men went 
down into the water and were baptized. 
A few whose feet were chained had 
some difficulty, but their souls are free. 

What a splendid group — eighty-five 
men, all of whom had been Christians 
at least six months! Many have had 
their sentences lightened. Some who 
had been sentenced to twenty years’ 
imprisonment have had their sentences 
cut down to seven years. This was be- 
cause of the marked change in their 
behavior after they had been born again. 


A CorRRECTION 


It was stated in the Survey last month 
(March 8) that through the defalcation 
of a trusted official the Foreign Mission 
Board of the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion was left with a debt of $1,110,000. 
Mr. Charles E. Maddry, Executive Sec- 
retary of the Board, has pointed out that 
the Treasurer stole $200,000 from the 
Board, and that $100,000 of this was re- 
covered from his bondsman and his 
property. Only $100,000 was lost because 
of the embezzlement by the Treasurer. 
Mr. Gordon writes the editors that evi- 
dently the source from which he got his 
information meant that the entire debt 
of the Board of the Southern Baptists 
was $1,100,000, and that it has now been 
reduced to $230,000. 
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LESSON 5. 








MAY 4. THE CHURCH ENLARGING ITS FELLOWSHIP 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 8; printed text, 8: 1-8, 14-17, 25 
Golden Text.—Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word.—Acts 8: 4 











The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Acts 8:1-8, 14-17, 25 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Acts 8:1 And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at 
that time there was a great persecution against the church 
which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad 
throughout the regions of Judzea and Samaria, except the apostles. 

2 And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made 
great lamentation over him. 

3 As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into 
every house, and haling men and women committed them to 
prison. 

4 Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every 
where preaching the word. 

5 Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached 
Christ unto them. 

6 And the people with one accord gave heed unto those 
things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which 
he did. 

7 For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of 
many that were possessed with them: and many taken with 
palsies, and that were lame, were healed. 

8 And there was great joy in that city. 

14 Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard 
that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them 
Peter and John: , 

15 Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that 


_they might receive the Holy Ghost: 


16 (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they 
were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) 

17 Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the 
Holy Ghost. 


25 And they, when they had testified and preached the word 
of the Lord, returned to Jerusalem, and preached the gospel in 





AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Acts 8:1 And Saul was consenting unto his death. 

And there arose on that day a great persecution against the 
church which was in Jerusalem; and they were all scattered 
abroad throughout the regions of Judza and Samaria, except the 
apostles. 2 And devout men buried Stephen, and made great 
lamentation over him. 3 But Saul laid waste the church, entering 
into every house, and dragging men and women committed them 
to prison. 

4 They therefore that were scattered abroad went about 
preaching the word. 5 And Philip went down to the city of 
Samaria, and proclaimed unto them the Christ. 6 And the 
multitudes gave heed with one accord unto the things that were 
spoken by Philip, when they heard, and saw the signs which 
he did. 7*For from many of those that had unclean spirits, 
they.came out, crying with a loud voice: and many that were 
palsied, and that were lame, were healed. 8 And there was 
much joy in that city. 


14 Now when the apostles that were at Jerusalem heard that 
Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them 
Peter and John: 15 who, when they were come down, prayed 
for them, that they might receive the Holy Spirit; 16 for as yet 
it was fallen upon none of them: only they had been baptized 
into the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then laid they their hands 
on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

25 They therefore, when they had testified and spoken the 
word of the Lord, returned to Jerusalem, and *preached the 
gospel to many villages of the Samaritans. 

1Comp. marg. note on chap. 5:42. 2Or, For many of those 
that had unclean spirits that cried with a loud woice came 

forth. *Gr., brought good tidings. Comp. chap. 5:42. 

The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 


many villages of the Samaritans. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


E evangelization of the Samari- 
tans, through Philip, the recently 
appointed deacon (Acts 6:5), was 
a most blessed testimony to the grace 
of Christ working in the hearts of his 
followers. He had very definitely told 
them to begin at Jerusalem and go on 
to give the message throughout Judea, 
and then in Samaria. When he was on 
earth he had not disdained to preach 
in the Samaritan villages, and many of 
these despised, yet proud and haughty, 
people of mixed blood had received his 
Word, while others spurned him because 
of his evident Jewish interests (Luke 
9:52, 53). Yet we do not read of any 
general effort on the part of the twelve 
to extend the work of the Gospel into 
this neighboring district, following the 
great awakening in Jerusalem and 
Judea, until Philip was pressed in the 
Spirit to go. 
The Historical Setting 


Just how long a period elapsed be- 
tween Pentecost and the outbreak of 
the great persecution referred to in verse 


Sunday School Lesson jOutlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
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1, we can only conjecture. But the 
church in Jerusalem had grown by leaps 
and bounds, so that the Jewish hierarchy 
trembled for the ancient religious cus- 
toms. God overruled and used the per- 
secution to send his servants out into 
wider spheres of testimony. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 8:1.—“Saul was consenting unto 
his death.” The man who was destined 
to carry on the very type of ministry 
that Stephen began stood there that day 
when the protomartyr died with the 
glory of God making his face radiant. 
“At that time there was a great perse- 
cution.” Following Stephen’s murder, 
the hatred of Satan for the Gospel of 
Christ began to be manifested with ter- 
rible bitterness. To escape the malice 
of their foes, the believers in Jesus fled 
from the capital into the cities and towns 
of Judea and Samaria, though the apos- 
tles remained behind undaunted by the 
fury of the adversary. 


Verse 2. — “Devout men _ carried 
Stephen to his burial.” The dishonored 
body of Christ’s noble witness had de- 
cent burial, and “great lamentation” told 
how sorely he was missed. But his 
happy spirit was with Christ in Para- 
dise (7:59). 


Verse 3.—“‘Saul . . . made havock of 
the church.” The relentless zealot, Saul 
of Tarsus, thinking he was doing God 
service in opposing the Gospel (Acts 
22:3, 4), left no stone unturned to root 
out what he thought was a pestilent 
heresy (Acts 26:9-11). 


Verse 4—“‘They that were scattered 
abroad went every where preaciting the 
word.” Thus the adversary was out- 
witted. As a result of the persecution 
there was what would be called today 
a great laymen’s movement, for while 
the apostles remained in Jerusalem, the 
unofficial members of the church pro- 
claimed the message of life wherever 
they had opportunity as they sought 
safety in flight. 
~ Verse 5.—“Philip went down to the 
city of Samaria.” That this was the 
newly-appointed deacon of that name is 
clear, because the apostles, as we have 
seen, remained in Jerusalem. This de- 
voted man left serving tables (6:2) to 
become an ardent minister of the Word. 
To the Samaritans he “preached Christ.” 
There was then, there is now, no other 
message that is really worth while. 


Verse 6.—“The people with one accord 
gave heed.” The effect was as it had 
been in Jerusalem following the Pente- 
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costal outpouring. The Holy Spirit 
wrought powerfully through Philip. 
Mighty signs and wonders accompanied 
the preaching, and many were brought 
to know the Lord. 


Verse 7.—“Unclean spirits . . . came 
out of many.” These Satanic emissaries 
were cowed before the name of Jesus, 
and their unhappy victims were deliv- 
ered. 


Verse 8—‘“Great joy in that city.” 
When men bow in repentance before 
God, owning their guilt, and then put 
their trust in the Word of the truth as 
set forth in the Gospel, the spiritual re- 
action is always one of great gladness. 


Verses 9 to 13 relate the story of Simon 
Magus, the sorcerer, and his pretended 
conversion. Amazed by the miracles 
wrought through Philip, he thought he 
saw an opportunity to capitalize on this 
power if he could learn the secret. of 
the evangelist’s success. In order to do 
this, he even went so far as to be bap- 
tized, but it was all a sham, for he had 
never faced his sins before God, nor 
realized his need of a Saviour. 


Verse 14—“The apostles . . . heard 
that Samaria had received the word of 
God.” It may be they were hesitant to 
believe the amazing news, or they may 
have been conscience-smitten that they 
themselves had been so slow to act on 
Christ’s instructions. They now sent 
Peter and John to investigate and to re- 
port on the work. 


Verse 15.—“They .. . prayed for therh, 
that they might receive the Holy Ghost.” 
Recognizing the work as genuine, they 
saw there was something lacking. These 
converted Samaritans had not yet re- 
ceived the gift of the Holy Spirit, nor 
had they been empowered by him for 
service, so they prayed that these too 
might share the Pentecostal blessing. It 
was a blessed evidence of that unity 
which is the result of the possession of 
divine life, through the new birth. 


Verse 16—“Only they were baptized 
in the name of the Lord Jesus.” In obe- 
dience to the command of Christ, Philip 
had baptized them in water, but they 
were not baptized in the Holy Spirit. 
Note that “in the name of” means “by 
authority of.” It is not the baptismal 
formula that is in view, but the One who 
commanded his representatives to bap- 
tize. 


Verse 17—“They received the Holy 
Ghost.” By imposition of hands, the 
promised Comforter was given to these 
converted Samaritans, thus cementing 
that unity into which they had entered 
with their saved Jewish brethren. 


Verses 18 to 24 continue the story of 
Simon and show how discernment was 
given to Peter, which enabled him to 
unmask the sorcerer’s hypocrisy. Peter’s 
solemn words might well be taken to 
heart by any unreal professor of Chris- 
tianity. It is a very solemn thing to 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


. May 4.—The Church Enlarging Its 
Fellowship .. ; : ; ... Acts 8 

. May 11.—The Responsibility of the 

Home Regarding Beverage Alcohol. 
Deuteronomy 6:4-7; Jeremiah 35:5-10 

7. May 18.—Broadening Christian Hori- 
zons: Saul’s Conversion . Acts 9:1-31 

8. May 25.—Broadening Christian Hori- 
zons: Peter’s Vision Acts 10:1 to 11:18 

9. June 1.—Broadening Christian Hori- 

zons: The Antioch Movement. 
Acts 11:19-30 

10. June 3.—Beginning of World Missions. 
Acts 12:25 to 13:12 

11. June 15.—Progress in World Missions. 
Acts 13:13 to 14:28; Galatians 3:23-29 

12. June 22.—First Jerusalem Conference 

on World Missions. 

Acts 15:1-35; Galatians 2 

13. June 29.—Lessons from the Early 
Church .... 1 Corinthians 3:1-15 


a 








attempt to obtain or use divine power 
for a selfish purpose. 

Verse 25.—“They .. . preached the 
gospel in many villages of the Samari- 


tans.” As Peter and John went on their 
way to return to Jerusalem they 
preached in the towns of Samaria 


through which they passed, assured that 
they had the mind of the Lord in thus 
overleaping the narrow confines of 
Jewry. 


A Lesson Outline 
THE GOSPEL OF GRACE 


The grace of God for all men (Titus 2: 
11) 


Called by grace (Gal. 1:6, 15) 

Justified by grace (Rom. 3:24) 

Standing in grace (5:2) 

Abounding grace (5:20) 

Living under grace (6:14, 15) 

Believers are an election of grace (11:5) 
Saved by grace (Eph. 2:5, 8) 

Access to a throne of grace (Heb. 4:16) 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The grace of God overleaps all boun- 
daries of nation, race, or religion. His 
glad tidings are for all men everywhere 
because “God hath concluded them all 
in unbelief, that he might have mercy 
upon all” (Rom. 11:32). No matter how 
ignorant and degraded men may be on 
the one hand, nor how cultured and 
morally advanced on the other, it re- 
mains true that “all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God” (Rom. 
3:23). Seeking the lost, Jesus*came into 
this world (Luke 19:10). He came “not 
to call the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance” (Luke 5:32). His sacrifice 
on Calvary was for all men everywhere. 
He “gave himself a ransom for ali” (1 
Tim. 2:6). Now as the risen and glori- 
fied One, he sends his messengers out 
as ambassadors from the high court of 
Heaven to beseech those living in en- 
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mity against him to be reconciled to God 
(2 Cor. 5:20). We who know his sav- 
ing power are guilty of gross disobe- 
dience to his Word if we are neglectful 
of the tremendous responsibility that 
rests upon us to give the Gospel to all 
who are within the circle of our in- 
fluence. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Philip’s Message. We are told that 
Philip went down to Samaria and 
preached Christ unto them. This is all- 
important. He did not discourse to them 
on political or economic questions. He 
did not retail the newest philosophical 
speculations. He did not expatiate on 
the wonders of science. He had but 
one theme, and that was Christ. He 
directed the attention of his hearer to 
the Man the King Eternal delighteth to 
honor. He pointed them to the only One 
through whom lost sinners could be 
saved, Jesus, the Christ of God. In this 
he is an example to all preachers every- 
where. The Holy Spirit has come to 
glorify Christ. In the measure in which 
he is permitted to use God’s servants to 
this end, there will be glory to him and 
blessing to inen. 


Applications and Summaries 


Saul. would have been astonished 
above measure if anyone had told him, 
as he joined in the condemnation of 
Stephen, that some day he was to take 
up the very message for which Stephen 
was slain, and carry it to the ends of the 
earth. 


Persecution is often a blessing in dis- 
guise. When Satan raged and believers 
were scattered abroad, it meant the 
proclamation of the Gospel wherever 
they went. Thus the Devil was out- 
witted, and the truth of God carried 
through near and distant lands. 


In Philip we see a man of God of sin- 
gular simplicity of heart. At the divine 
command he went to Samaria. In the 
midst of a great work he obeyed the 
voice that bade him go to the desert 
to minister to one needy soul. Are we 
as ready to yield instant obedience to 
the Spirit’s direction? 

When we condemn the early Chris- 
tians for their dilatoriness in carrying 
out their Master’s orders as to giving 
the Gospel to all men, do we acknowl- 
edge our own disobedience to the same 
command? It is now over nineteen hun- 
dred years since Christ died and rose 
again, and nearly two-thirds of the 
earth’s inhabitants are still ignorant of 
his saving power. 


When we understand the “no differ- 
ence” doctrine as set forth in the Epistle 
to the Romans, there will be an end to 
any sense of superiority over other peo- 
ple who have not had our privileges, or 
who have misused the mercies extended 
to them. 


CHICAGO. 























Lesson for May 4 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and mp CH They 
are written by three members of The Suan- 
day School Times staff, — Dr. Ironside, Mrs. 
Low, and Mrs. Borchardt. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions differ- 
ent members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


were the disciples so slow in 
carrying out the Great Commission? 
2. What was the program outlined 
by the risen Christ? 
3. Who were the Samaritans? 


4. What was the chief cause for the perse- 
cution of the Christians? 


5. How did God turn the persecution of 
his people into a means of blessing to the 
world? 

6. Why has God often allowed persecu- 
tion of Christians? 

7. What is the purpose of Christian testi- 
mony? 

8. What would happen today if all be- 
lievers “went every where preaching the 
word’’? 

9. What are two essential tests for all 
Spirit-guided testimony? 

10. What was the great sin of Simon the 


Magician, for which he was so sternly re- 
buked? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 325 of this issue. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The “Wild” Boy.—As for Saul, he 
made havock of the church (Acts 8:3). 
This is one of the most arresting lessons 
in all the New Testament. It is also 
one of the most comforting for the 
Christian parents who might be discour- 
aged about their children. 

At this particular period of the new 
church what optimistic member would 
have selected this man Saul for its great- 
est missionary and establisher of the 
faith? God has his own way of doing 
things. (Isa. 55:8, 9.) 

I have told before how when I was in 
college I was part of the “unfinished 
business” of the faculty. And how years 
afterward Dr. Appleton, ex-president, 
had said, “William, when thee was in 
college the faculty wondered how thee 
would turn out in the world.” 

“Jail and rope, I expect!” I laughed. 

“Well, no, not as bad as that, but I 
can say that thee is the very last fellow 
we would have picked for a church and 
Sunday school man.” 

Within a week, as I write, I was in the 
office of the president of one of Phila- 
delphia’s largest banks and trust com- 
panies. This president, referring to my 
Sunday school and Y. M. C. A. activities, 
asked, “What do you do with a wild 
boy?” “Nothing,” I replied. Then I told 
him about myself at Swarthmore. 

The president gave a chuckle and said, 
“Our secretary was just in here to tell 
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me that Harvard College was buying 
our stock for a good investment.” 

“*Why are they doing that?’ 

“‘T expect because you are a Harvard 
man,” said the secretary. 

“All I can say is,” said the president, 
“if the trustees had looked into my rec- 
ord as a student at Harvard they would 
never put their money in anything of 
which I was the head.” 

The Moral: Never despair of a boy 
if you have done your duty when he 
was a little feller. “Train up a child?” 

The brother of this bank president 
once lived in Coatesville and established 
the Lutheran church here. He belongs 
to a “Church family.” (Prov. 22:6; 1 
Cor. 15:58.) 


In the Hospital—And there was great 
joy in that city (v. 8). “Joy” and even 
“great joy” are mild and inadequate 
words with which to translate the high 
emotion that must have stirred Samaria 
as this wholesale curing of these long- 
time incurables made itself manifest. 
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For a time it was my sad duty to 
visit the Rush Hospital for Consumptives 
in Philadelphia. At this fine hospital 
the treatment consisted in large part of 
keeping the patients in bed (rest) and 
serving them with all they could eat of 
the best foods obtainable. The hospital 
has its own big farm in Chester County. 

The young girl I called to see was in 
the woman’s ward. Here were long 
rows of beds, with a young woman in 
each bed. I used to bring them little 
jars of Florida honey, made by busy bees 
in the orange grove. 

“Now, girls,” I would say, “just put 
some of this delicious orange honey upon 
a cracker, shut your eyes as you eat, 
and you will hear wedding bells and 
smell orange blossoms!” Then I would 
stand in the middle of the ward and 
make a simple little prayer, which would 
end by all of us saying the Lord’s 
Prayer together. 

You should have seen the smiles I 
would get as I would come and go. 
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“You put some joy in their lives.” Yes, 
it would seem so. But suppose I had 
had the power to say to the roomful, 
“Girls, be loosed from your infirmity !” 
What would happen? Every mother’s 
daughter would leap from her bed just 
as she was with a whoop and hurrah. 
(Acts 3:8.) 

Wherever the Lord Jesus goes there 
is not only “joy,” but “great joy.” That 
is why in the rescue mission and Salva- 
tion Army barracks the convert is apt 
to be “noisy.” He has been held in the 
bed of the hopeless disease of sin. Then 
Jesus, in the Holy Spirit, comes with 
his “Look and live!” In the joy of the 
consciousness that he has been “cured” 
I have often heard him cry with a joy 
I cannot describe, “Glory to God! Hal- 
lelujah!!” And the religionist who had 
spent his days out of hospitals, slums, 
and other dark places draws his mental 
cloak about him and sneers, “Emotional- 
ism !” 


Village “Real Stuff.”—Preached the 
gospel in many villages (v. 25). A most 
important work is village evangelism. 
It is the “salt” that is doing so much 
for the preservation of America in the 
thousands of little village Sunday 
schools scattered all over the land. The 
work is often carried on under difficul- 
ties and discouragements, but the of- 
ficers and teachers are almost always 
devoted, unselfish, and consecrated men 
and women. The schools, being small, 
the teacher can be in close and intimate 
contact with the scholar. As everyone 
knows, personality makes a deeper im- 
pression than any teaching ability. You 
know the old wise saying, “What you 
are speaks so loud I cannot hear what 
you say.” (John 1:47; Acts 11:24.) 

I have told a number of times before 
of a class of some 15 to 18 year old 
girls I had in the home church Sunday 
school when I was_ superintendent. 
Later, pretty much all became gradu- 
ates of Bryn Mawr, Wellesley, Swarth- 
more, and other colleges. 

The class was taught by Mr. Charles 
L. Huston, head of the Lukens Steel 
Company. When Mr. Huston was on 
vacation, or otherwise absent, I would 
say to the class, “Girls, whom do you 
want for a teacher?” The reply was al- 
ways “Isaac Thompson.” 

I asked my daughter, who was one of 
the class, “Why do you girls always ask 
for Isaac Thompson?” 

“Because, Father, Isaac is the real 
stuff !” 

Who was this “Isaac Thompson”? He 
was an illiterate converted iron puddler 
whom the Lord found in the Iron Rose 
Bible Class. He led a most beautiful 
Christian life until his Master called him 
Home. He became the Lukens Steel 
Company’s labor boss, and served until 
retired on age. 

He is the fellow I tell about who, 
when the mill men who loved him would 
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tease him by pointing to a big sizzling 
open hearth furnace and saying, “Ike, 
do you think hell is anything like old 
Number Four boiling away over there?” 
Ike would reply, “I don’t know, and I 
ain’t a carin’. I’m not headin’ that way !” 

Isaac Thompson was a product of vil- 
lage evangelism. His origin and home 
for years was the village of Rock Run. 

P.S. The first Editor of THe SunpAYy 
ScuHooL Times, Mr. John S. Hart, was 
the product of village evangelism at Par- 
sons, Pa. See Times of December 2, 
1939, page 873. 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
forgive us, we pray thee, for our narrow and 
scanty labors in the life of the church. For- 
give us for letting that life down into a 
morass of inactivity. We thank thee that 
we have the noble record of the apostles 
of the early day, when they went in all 
directions preaching the Word, and perform- 
ing miraculous deeds under thy hand. Grant 
that today the miracle work of thy Spirit 
may be performed in the church where false 
teaching or stagnation has brought deadness 
of spirit into the congregation. Arouse us 
all, we pray thee, and if there should come 
cruel persecution, may the scattering of the 
church result in the planting of other churches 
where the need is greatest. May persecution 
become the means of enlargement as thy 
faithful believers stand fast in the faith, as 
so many are doing the world over under per- 
secution not unlike the apostolic days. In 
thy conquering name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—From many lands 
today comes the new story of the ex- 
tending of the church through persecu- 
tion. It seems strange, doesn’t it, that 
the many tremendous efforts to wipe 
out the Christian church have resulted 
in an intensifying of the faithfulness of 
believers. This has always been so in 
the history of the church, and some of 
the greatest strides in the work of the 
church have come, not in times of great 
prosperity, but in times of the most acute 
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suffering. An easy time is not always a 
good time. When everything is going 
smoothly we are easily deceived into 
supposing that more can be done for 
the church then than at other times. Do 
you remember that saying of Henry 
Martyn’s, — “Hitherto I have lived too 
much like a clod, and too little like a 
son of God. Henceforth let me burn to 
the socket.” A little of that burning 
zeal would not hurt the church today. 
How is it with our church? Are we 
reaching out at all to those who most 
need us in this very neighborhood and 
beyond? Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dol- 

lars for the best one each week. But readers 
are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet ex- 
plaining the conditions of this department. The 
full list of lessons for the year, with this leaf- 
let, will be sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure 
to note the conditions means that good illus- 
trations are constantly having to be . by 
te editors, which might otherwise be avail- 
able. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 

In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked te 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


Her Missionary Gift Paid Dividends. 


"—Therefore they that were scattered 


abroad went every where preaching the 
word (Golden Text). Hu King-Eng, a 
Chinese woman doctor, while a student 
in Ohio Wesleyan University, won many 
girl students to Christ. The mother of 
one of the girls said: “Little did I think 
when I was giving money for the work 
in China that a Chinese girl would come 
to this country and be the means of lead- 
ing my daughter to Christ.”"—From the 
King’s Business. Sent by Josephine A. 
Kinzly, North Tonawanda, N. Y. 


“Extinguishing” the Bible.—There- 
fore they that were scattered abroad 
went every where preaching’ the 
word (Golden Text). An old colored 
preacher of the South was asked by a 
Northerner why it was that colored min- 
isters preached so much about hell. 
“Well, sah,” he replied, “I don’t knows 
just why dat am, but I done sposen dat 
de reason am cause we culled folks 
haven’t got learnin’ enough to splanify 
de tex and extinguish de Bible like you 
white folks am.” We must admit there 
is more truth than poetry in his state- 
ment.—From “1001 Pulpit Illustrations.” 
Sent by Miss J. B. James, Toronto, Can. 


The Danger of Folded Legs.—Went 
every. where. preaching. the. word 
(Golden Text). Samuel Johnson paid a 
high, though unintended, compliment to 
John Wesley: “His conversation is 
good, but he is never at leisure. He al- 
ways has to go at a certain hour. This 
is very disagreeable to a man who loves 
to fold his legs and have his talk out 
as I do.” John Wesley’s legs were “un- 
folded” most of his ninety years. He had 
felt his Master’s passion for souls, and 
sought to save the lost.—Sent by E. M. 
James, Toronto, Can. 


White Way Preachers.—Then Philip... 
preached Christ unto them (Acts 8:5). 
Listening to some men preach Christ is 
like going through a dark street. There 
is just light enough at each end (the 
text and the conclusion) to enable you 
to stumble along and see objects faintly. 
But you have to get right close up to 
persons to recognize them, and strain 
your eyes to see the numbers of the 
houses. But what a joy it is to listen 
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Lesson for May 4 


to the White Way preachers! Every 
thought is sparkling with light. You 
can see the truth distinctly. Christ is 
visible through all their sermons.-—From 
Record of Christian Work. Sent by Mrs. 
B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


When Polish Monks Heard the Gospel. 
—And the people with one accord gave 
heed (v. 6). On the left bank of a river 
in Pinsk, Poland, beneath the walls of 
a monastery, a baptism service was to 
be held. It is one of the few opportu- 
nities of preaching the Gospel in the 
open air in Poland. It is then that many 
who will not come to the halls may hear 
the Word of God. As the preaching be- 
gan, heads of monks began to appear 
in the windows. Perhaps this was their 
first and only chance to hear the Gos- 
pel of salvation by grace alone. The 
air was so still that all could hear, 
the tonsured heads of the monks listen- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “‘ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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ing silently to the words of eternal life, 
the mighty crowd on the banks of the 
river, sight-seers in little boats crowding 
near, and the white robed group to be 
baptized on the hillside,—thus by the 
wonderful grace of God, from despised 
believers, the Gospel message reached 
out into this large company.—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by L. G. 
James, Toronto, Can. 


They Wanted the Overflowing Joy.— 
And there was great joy in that city 
(v. 8). In her book, “Floods on Dry 
Ground,” Miss Stuart Watt tells of a 
revival at an African village named 
Imbai, which was characterized by in- 
tense joy. People would come from far 
distances with the request, “We want 
the overflowing joy.” Among others 
three Walese, semi-pygmies, were sent 
there by a missionary. At first, for they 
were heathen, they were unmoved by 
the meetings, but later they were awak- 
ened by the Holy Spirit, and when asked 
what they really wanted God to do for 
them, replied, “The Christians have an 
overflowing joy. We want God to give 
that joy to us.” When the way of sal- 
vation had been made clear to them, 
they prayed thus, “O God, we don’t want 
our sins any more. Take them away and 
give us the joy the other people have 
got in Jesus.” When telling their friends 
about it afterward, they used to add, 
“and God gave it to us that day.”—Sent 
by E. Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 
Prize illustration. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 323) 


1. They were controlled by national and 
religious prejudices and found it difficult 
to appreciate the fact that the message of 
grace was for all men. 


2. The Lord told them to begin at Jeru- 
salem, then go on to evangelize’ Judea, 
Samaria, and the uttermost parts of the 
earth (Acts 1:8). 


3. “The Samaritans were a mixed race, 
composed of imported colonists and the 
Israelites who remained when the bulk of 
the ten tribes were carried into captivity.” 
The Samaritans followed many of the 
teachings of Moses (John 4:20). 


4. The Jewish leaders were afraid that 
this new sect that believed in the resur- 
rection of Jesus of Nazareth might suc- 
ceed in turning the Jewish nation away 
from the teachings and traditions of Juda- 
ism (Acts 4:15-18; 6:11-14). Satan, through 
his agents today, is working to suppress 
further spread of the knowledge of Christ 
(2 Thess. 2:9, 10; 1 Pet. 5:8, 9). 


5. By this means the disciples were driven 
from Jerusalem and carried the Gospel to 
distant places. 


6. Many times, as in this case, they might 
go preaching the Word in regions where 
the Lord had not called them by other 
means. 


7. Testimony increases the conviction of 
the witness, enables other believers to be 
edified, and lets the unsaved hear the Word 
of God (Rom. 10:9-15). 


8. The often prayed for and much desired 
“evangelization of the world in this gener- 
ation” would be accomplished. 
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9. Two tests of Spirit-guided testimony 
are the use of Scripture, and presentation 
of Jesus Christ (Acts 8:35; 17:2, 3; Luke 24: 
27, 44; 1 John 4:1-3). 


10. He sought to use religion as a means 
of personal gain. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week _ 

Beginning: Expansion. 

Discussion: Frankly discuss ‘what makes 
it difficult to do personal work. Is it 
pride? Is it sin in the life of the worker? 
Is it a lack of faith? Is it depending too 
much upon human wit (which fails) and 
too little on the power of the Spirit? 

Objective: Telling others about Jesus 
Christ. 











AY, fellows, one distinguishing char- 

acteristic of the Gospel is that it 
expands. It will not be confined. A 
true Christian is bound to give his testi- 
mony and win others to Christ. When 
the Holy Spirit comes into the life of | 
a fellow he works through that life into 
another life, and so on and on, from one 
to another. It is God’s plan for the 
spread of the Gospel. This eighth chap- 
ter of the Book of Acts is full of it. 
Saul of Tarsus persecuted the new-born 
Christians; he drove them from their 
homes and scattered them abroad, but 
he could not repress their testimony. 
The more they were persecuted, the 
more persistently they told about Jesus 
Christ wherever they went. 

One notable incident told in this chap- 
ter is typical. It is the case of Philip. 
Philip was not an apostle, you know; 
he was a layman. He had been ap- 
pointed as one of the deacons in the 
church at Jerusalem. He had been cap- 
tured by the Holy Spirit, and that meant 
he must tell everybody he could about 
Jesus. Nothing else was as important as 
this. He went down to Samaria for that 
purpose and soon had a great revival 
going. Crowds were coming to hear 
him. The news of Philip’s great meet- 
ings in Samaria reached Jerusalem, and 
the apostles sent John and Peter down 
to Samaria to help him. 


Then a strange thing occurred. The 
Holy Spirit spoke to Philip and told 
him to leave that big work in Samaria 
and go down toward Gaza where it was 
desert country. That must have seemed 
queer to Philip. He was having grand 
success in Samaria, bringing hundreds 
into the Kingdom; why should he leave 
it and go to a desert where he probably 
would not meet one man a day? But 
Philip was the kind of man who obeyed 
the voice of the Spirit, no matter how 
illogical the orders might seem. That is 
what makes a fellow useful to his Lord. 
The Spirit did not tell Philip what he 
was to do; he merely told him to go, 
and Philip went. Arriving on the desert, 
Philip saw a man in a chariot, driving 
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southward. The Spirit said, “Join thy- 
self to this chariot.” The man was an 
Ethiopian, probably the last kind of per- 
son Philip would have selected to talk 
to about Jesus Christ; but the Spirit 
said “Go,” and Philip “ran.” 

Coming up beside the chariot, Philip 
saw this was a man of importance, a 
high official of state; but he saw some- 
thing else which must have surprised 
him. The man was reading the Book 
of Isaiah the prophet. This must have 
indicated to Philip what the Lord 
wanted him to do. Isaiah had written 
concerning the coming of the Messiah, 
and Philip knew that Jesus was the ful- 
fillment of that prophecy. It is not easy 
for a foot-passenger to butt in on the 
privacy of a great man riding in his 
chariot; but Philip was unabashed, for 
he realized he was the ambassador of 
Christ. 

“Do you understand what you are 
reading, Mister?” inquired Philip. 

The important man looked up from 
his reading and answered, “How can I, 
except some man show me?” 

That was enough. On his invitation, 
Philip climbed up beside him and, put- 
ting his finger on the prophetic pas- 
sages, told the great man that they re- 
ferred to Jesus of Nazareth, who had 
been crucified for the sins of-the world. 
The man was convinced, and he accepted 
Christ as his Saviour then and there. 

That was a superb piece of personal 
work, and the big factor in the complete 
success of it was that Philip obeyed the 
voice of the Holy Spirit and proceeded 
step by step as the way opened before 
him. 

And so the early Church grew and 
was greatly multiplied in numbers be- 
cause God’s servants were willing to 
bear their testimony wherever and 
whenever the Holy Spirit prompted. 

The Spirit wants to use you in the 
same way, fellows. Are you willing? 
“Here am I; send me”! 

Avon Park, FLA. 

we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Witnesses true or false are we. 
Better watch out and the right kind be. 
AME some true witnesses of whom 
Luke wrote in The Acts of the 
Apostles, and tell why you think they 
were true. What happened to Peter 
and John? How did they feel about it? 
(Acts 5:41.) What happened to Stephen? 
(Acts 7:54-60.) Name some false wit- 
nesses and explain why they were false. 
What happened to them? Both Stephen 
and Ananias met death because of their 
witnessing. But which would you rather 
have been? Why? Which kind of wit- 
ness were you last week? You needn’t 
answer that question aloud; but think 
about it. Did you lie? Did you do your 
work thoroughly even though no one 
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was watching? Did you try to speak 
and act as the Lord would have you do? 
(Any outstanding ‘ cident of true wit- 
nessing may be rcvorded in “The Acts 
of the Juniors.”) 

I wonder if some of you remember 
Acts 1:8. Where was the first place to 
witness? Had they been successful 
there? Someone find each of these 
verses to read aloud: Acts 2:41; 4:4, 33; 
5:14, 42; 6:7. It looks as if Jerusalem 
had been well reached by the witnesses. 
But what about Judea, Samaria, and the 
uttermost part of the earth? Perhaps 
the disciples would not willingly have 
left their homes and business, but they 
went “whether or no” (Acts 8:1, 4). 

Let us follow Philip, one of Stephen’s 
fellow workers in the church relief busi- 
ness, on some of his travels. Velma, 
please indicate on the map his starting 
place, Jerusalem. Now, Roderic, read 
aloud Acts 8:5-8, and Velma will show 
on the map where he went. Next, the 
Lord had a very special errand for 
Philip, to preach the Gospel so that it 
would reach out into what the Jews 
would probably consider one of the ut- 
termost parts of the world. Philip was 
directed to a lonely desert road running 
between Jerusalem and Gaza. Can you 
find it on the map? (Describe the mar- 
velously timed meeting of Philip and the 
Ethiopian treasurer.) After baptizing the 
Ethiopian officer, Philip disappeared and 
was next seen at Azotus. From there 
he traveled north along the seacoast, 
preaching in all the cities, until he came 
to Czesarea. How much more he trav- 
eled we do not know. Anyway, he made 
Cezesarea his home, and we know that he 
had four Christian daughters, 

And what is in this story for Junior 
witnesses? You don’t go to other towns 
often, and you don’t preach. But you 
do go to other folks’ homes. I suppose 
you put‘on your best manners when you 
have supper at your chum’s home. And 
yet I have known some boys to be rude, 
and to swear, when they were away 
from home, because others did. The 
boys and girls in one Sunday school 
were so rough and boisterous at parties 
that the officers stopped having parties 
for them. I have known children who 
did not say their prayers when they 
spent the night with their friends who 
were not Christians. You notice in Acts 
8:6 that the people of Samaria were im- 
pressed both by what Philip said and 
by what he did. 

In a letter, a high school girl asked 
my advice about going to parties where 
certain kinds of games were played. She 
liked to be with the young people of her 
school, but she did not think some of 
the games were just right for a Chris- 
tian. I suggested that she solve the 
problem by considering what Jesus 
would do if he were living there and 
invited to those parties. Her next iet- 
ter said that when an invitation came 
she asked herself right out loud, “What 
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would Jesus do?” And she knew at once 
that he would not go. She spent the 
evening sewing with her mother, and 
had a happy time, knowing that she 
had chosen right. You Juniors may find 
that a good motto, too, for the Lord was 
once a boy your age. 


FRANKFORT, MAINE. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—More power to witness victori- 
ously for Christ. 


Activity—Are your girls ready, spir- 
itually, to “shine as lights in the world; 
holding forth the word of life’? (Phil. 
2:15, 16.) Let them band together in 
prayer for the power of the Spirit, and 
the victorious testimony of the group. 

Memory Verse.—‘“But ye shall receive 
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto 
me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judza, 
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth” (Acts 1:8). 











“SCATTERED” — SupPOSE We SHOULD BE! 


6¢(* UPPOSE we should be ordered to 
stop all Christian services, and 
never to speak in favor of Jesus Christ. 
Would this make any difference to most 
of us? What stand would we take?” 
This question, asked by a Christian 
girl, pictures to us a situation that does 
exist in many parts of the world, and 
it is by no means impossible here. If it 
should come to pass, what would we 
say? What would we do? Have you a 
testimony ready for such an occasion? 
When the first earnest followers of 
Christ were persecuted for their faith, 
and all were “scattered abroad .-. . ex- 
cept the apostles,” every one of them 
became a witness for the Lord. The 
Holy Ghost came in power upon those 
who believed and he gave them utter- 
ance to tell what God had done for 
them and wanted to do for all (Acts 2: 
4; 4:8, 31; 5:32; 6:3, 5; 7:55; 8:17). In 
the city (Acts 8:5), in the desert (v. 
26), wherever the Spirit directed them 
(vs. 26, 29), and wherever hearts were 
open and the need intense (vs. 14, 15) 
these fervent, though afflicted believers 
testified. 
“PREACHED Curist’ — Do WE? 


Their messages were definite. They 
preached “the word” (v. 4), “Christ” (v. 
5), “the kingdom of God” (v. 12), “the 
gospel” (v. 25), “Jesus” (v. 35). Read 
again the sermons of Peter and Stephen 
(Acts 2 and 7) where Christ was the 
pre-eminent theme. 

Where should we testify? To whom 
should we go? What should we say for 
the Saviour? Philip, in witnessing to 
the Ethiopian, “began at the .. . scrip- 
ture, and preached unto him Jesus.” That 
should be the starting point and the cli- 
max of every testimony. Tell what 
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Lesson for May 4 


Christ has done (1 Tim. 1:15), i: doing 
(Heb. 9:24), and will do for those who 
believe (1 John 3:2). Be definite! 


“THEY BELIEVED” 


These power-filled witnesses brought 
folk to the believing point, and in spite 
of tribulation, “joy” filled the city; in- 
valids experienced the power of God; 
and miracles were performed. Review 
the first part of Acts to see how belief 
followed the faithful preaching of Christ 
and the Word (Acts 2:44; 4:4, 32; 5:14; 
6:7; 8:12, 37). 

“Many turn away from Christ and the 
church in these days,” said our pastor’s 
wife as we drove through the country- 
side, “because so few who are in the 
churches are eager enough to show them 
what a glorious Saviour we have.” 


“T BELIEVE” 


What did the Ethiopian mean when he 
confessed to Philip, “I believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God”? Have you 
ever brought a friend to the believing 
point? Study the Gospel of John where 
“believe” is the key word (John 3:16, 
36; 5:24; 10:38; 11:25, 26; 12:46; 14:12; 
20:29, 31). 

“Tue Spirit . . . Caucut Away PHILIP” 

Have you permitted “the Spirit of the 
Lord” to capture you? We can have no 
victorious testimony unless we permit 
the Lord to possess us — body and soul. 

You may report now on the prayer 
verses you found in the first seven chap- 
ters of Acts. (Last assignment.) Notice 
how the discipies, in their prayers, yielded 
their wills to God (Acts 1:24; 4:24-31; 
5:41; 6:4, 6; 7:60; 8:15). 

Assignment: Next week select a “sal- 
vation verse” from each of the first eight 
chapters of Acts,—a verse that you 
might use in presenting Christ to a 
friend. Review Exodus 20:12. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


SPIRIT-FILLED PHILIP—Could be used 
by the Holy Spirit when and where 
and how He willed. 

SPIRIT-LED PHILIP—Could be ordered 
from the midst of a great city-wide 
evangelistic campaign to go down to a 
desert place on the Gaza road. 


Philip went without question. 
you? 

Philip found one man, prepared by the 
Spirit, waiting for him. 

God always works at both ends of the 
line. When he moves you to go your 
man is always waiting for you! 

T IS told that in making the famous 

tapestries of Europe, the workers did 
their weaving from the back of the piece 
of work, weaving according to the direc- 
tions of the master weaver. They saw 
the warp and the knots and the cross 
threads, but only the master weaver saw 
the beauty of the right side where his 
design was being carried out in all its 
color and perfection. ‘Sometimes the 
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weavers must have wondered why a 
bright golden thread must be cut so 
short, or why they must put in so many 
inches of dull and neutral colors. But 
the master knew that these things were 
necessary for his design to be carried 
out in its perfection, for he had ‘con- 
sidered all these things in making the 
pattern. All the weavers had to do was 
to follow accurately, without question, 
his directions, and the work would be 
perfect. 


Do You Know Tuat Gop Has 
A PATTERN FOR YOUR LIFE? 


God had a pattern for Philip’s life. 
Philip didn’t know what it was, but God 
knew. All Philip knew was that he 
was to do what God told him to do. 
And that is all we have to know. Most 
of us want to know why and where and 
how about all the things God tells us to 
do. You will notice if you read care- 
fully that God did not tell Philip that 
there was going to be even one man 
down on the Gaza road when he got 
there, but Philip went. But there was 
a man there, waiting for him, prepared 
by the Holy Spirit for his message of 
salvation. 

Has God ever laid on your heart some 
of your Primary children, and have you 
said in your heart, “They’re too young 
to understand, Ill wait until they have 
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If you purpose having a 


Daily Vacation Bible School 


this summer, or are engaged in teaching the 

Gospel to children, send for free circular list- 

ing interesting material available for teaching 
the parables. 

GOSPEL FOLIO PRESS 





Grand Rapids, Michigan 











FLANNEL-GRAPH MATERIALS for 


VACATION SCHOOL 


Combine Word with Action 
and Hold the Interest 
Present Scripture 
ee mee truth in a way your 
y fit cannot forget. 
oy ake use of the Eye- 
ia. tag 2 yong ay Use this new 
ae Lh i ascinating method 
ay b—— that captures the 
, rameas attention. 


You will have a 
ome experience 
taking your roup 
through the Bible in 
this instructive and realistic manner. The cost is 
negligible compared with the spiritual inspiration 
both you and your class receive. 

Take advantage of introductory package for only 
$2.00, including instructions for making your own 
Scenic board. Write for free descriptive folder. 


STORY-O-GRAPHS 
Dept. T. P. O. Box 145 Pasadena, Calif. 
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members or more. 
GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM COMPANY 


Paying in Member Interest! 


The ying. series for Sunday schools ‘‘Miss You’’— 
‘Greet You’’—‘‘Get Well’’ Message Cards with 
Beautiful. Low priced. Helpful now in 
Our Gift Assortment will be 
sent to Superintendents of Sunday schools of 150 





296 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 
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CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Teaching by the Visual Method 


Manual of Visual Teaching (Published Quarterly) 


This Manual, designed for Sunday school use, follows the Inter- 
national series of lessons. Contains a complete lesson with illustrative 
material for each Sunday, and has a variety of uses. 


The Life of Christ (2 Volumes) 


Designed entirely apart from the International Sunday School 
lessons, to present the high lights of the Master's ministry. 
lar emphasis is given His miraculous birth, sinless life, death as a 
Transom ae sinners, resurrection, and ascension, with selections from His outstanding para- 

Ideal for work of child evangelism. 

selected from the Four Gospels for use in teaching with a Visual Board. 
Volume 1, The Earlier Events in the Life of Christ from ‘The Birth of 
Jesus’’ to ‘Jesus Heals a Sick Man."" ‘ $1.00 


Volume 2, Later Events, from ‘‘Jesus Loves the Little Children’’ to 
“The Resurrection and Ascension."’ 


Many Other Visual Aids 
Write for description of Teaching Board, Flannel Background, etc. 
DAVID J. FANT, President 


$1.00 


Particu- 


Each has ten illustrated lessons 


- «+ $1.00 


1558 N. Third St., Harrisburg, Pa. 
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Convenient location; 
quiet, spacious rooms; 
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GIVE INSPIRING RELIGIOUS POEMS FOR 
MOTHER’S DAY 


“Roaming in My Heart” 
By Vera V. Goodwin 


A new book of poems to satisfy a need long felt by 
Christians everywhere. Contains 126 original poems 
suitable for all occasions. Bound in beautiful blue egg- 
shell cloth boards; gold stamped title. Individually 
wrapped in cellophane for gift purposes. Only $1.00 
per copy, postpaid. Write the author— 


HIGHLAND PARK BIBLE SHOP 
Dept. S 
15 Ford Avenue Highland Park, Michigan 
Distribytors — Write today for details 

















had a little more teaching’? But God 
was telling you to give them an oppor- 
tunity to accept the Lord Jesus Christ 
as their Saviour. 

Have you ever had a real burden for 
some older one, and yet have you put 
it aside, saying there would be no use 
in trying to talk to that person? But 
if God was sending you to that person, 
he had prepared him to hear the mes- 
sage, and you failed to carry out God’s 
plan. 

I think you can illustrate this lesson for 
the little children by using a piece of 
embroidery, one that has knots and loose 
ends on the wrong side, but a beautiful 
pattern on the right side. It is an ex- 
ample of life. We see only the wrong 
side of the pattern of life. Show them 
how the pattern would be ruined if the 
worker did not follow the pattern in its 
details. The child can quickly catch the 
comparison with iife. Emphasize God’s 
perfect pattern for each of us. 

If you have a grooved board for stand- 
up cut-outs, you can show by figures 
Philip in Samaria in a meeting, and the 
Ethiopian in his chariot in the desert. 
God knew all about each one; he knew 
they must meet. He could move Philip 
because he was God’s man completely. 
Are you ready to let God send you 
where he wants you? We reason too 
much, and obey too little. 

Teach the children that beautiful 
chorus, “Where He leads me, I will fol- 
low.” 


Mopesto, Cauir. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





| Children at Home 








Faithful Heart's Courage 
Founded on fact 
By Nesta Reed * 


UNT ADA was sitting by the fire 

with her nephews and Joy, her 
small niece, and they were asking end- 
less questions about China. Having 
spent over forty years on the mission 
field she really was a most entertaining 
storyteller, and could make her Chinese 
friends just live before the children’s 
eyes. 

“Auntie, do tell us a true story to- 
night about a very brave boy in China. 
You said you knew of one who saved 
the life of your friends.” 

“Why, yes, Harry, that was Cong-Sing 
(Faithful Heart). He lived away up in 
North China, many miles away from 
where we were, but I can picture so 
well all that happened that I might 
have been right there. 

“It was in the dreadful Boxer rebel- 
lion when the old Empress had ordered 
the foreigners to be killed, or all driven 
out of China. Two friends of mine, who 
were sisters, lived alone in a certain 
inland city. They were the only mis- 
sionaries in all that district. Elsie the 
elder one had a small hospital where 
she trained Chinese nurses and Mary 
traveled in the country villages opening 
little day schools and teaching the 
women about Christ. 

“At one place there was a splendid 
chief called Wong who with his wife 
and young son were the backbone of 
all the little groups of Christians. Mary 
Grant always stayed in his substantial 
farmstead, and it was always a happy 
restful place to be. But one morning 
Mr. Wong came to her looking very dis- 
tressed. 

“*There is going to be bad trouble here 
with the local Boxers. I have already 
sent a trusty servant to the city to bring 
your sister here immediately for I have 
made plans, in case of an attack, for 
you both to be hidden in a secret cave 
in the hills. Some time ago when I be- 
gan hearing whispers-in-the-ears I got 
it ready for you myself at night, for 
one must trust God and make what 
preparations one can.’ The sisters were 
indeed grateful to-their wise far-seeing 
friends, and with their Chinese boy serv- 
ant they were taken safely to their hid- 
ing place. Headman Wong was thank- 
ful when he had them away, for every 
hour the storm was drawing nearer. 

“My son’s mother,’ he said to his good 
wife, ‘we may easily be killed for hid- 
ing our dear friends whom we regard 
as sisters indeed, but we must not flinch 
from whatever comes. Remember what 
they have done for us. We should have 
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lost our only treasure but for the Heal- 
ing Sister; while the blessed news of 
God’s love and sacrifice for us all was 
brought to us by Teaching Sister Mary. 
We Chinese people never forget such 
benefits we must repay when we can.’ 

“Do not fear, my son’s father, my 
heart shall be strong to suffer, but never 
will I betray our good friends. My par- 
ents always told me to be true at ail 
costs, and our Lord’s Book says to be 
faithful unto death.’ 

“My honorable Father, said Cong- 
Sing, ‘surely the Boxers will not kill 
us; we are their own people!’ 

“*My son, should anyone tell what we 
have done for our foreign friends, I fear 
we may all suffer death; but my only 
precious son will not utter one word, 
I know. Better die a hundred times 
than enable these wicked men to find 
our good lady teachers. Remember 
what they did for you when you were 
so sick.’ Cong-Sing did indeed remem- 
ber, and he was a brave, determined boy 
and resolved never to betray their 
friends. 

“That evening just after the little fam- 
ily had given themselves into the care 
of the Heavenly Father, a band of local 
Boxers arrived at the farmstead. Some- 
one had given them information, and 
now they broke into the house and cap- 
tured Mr. Wong and his wife. Cong- 
Sing they also roughly seized, and then 
demanded of his father where the for- 
eigners were hidden. 

“‘T will neither tell you nor lead you 
to the place,’ he said firmly. ‘Nothing 
will cause me to do so.’ When the men 
saw that his mind was like cast iron, 
and nothing would make him tell them, 
they dragged him outside and shot him. 
Then they turned to his wife declaring 
she would be treated just the same if 
she did not immediately inform them 
of the place where the foreigners were 
hidden. Mrs. Wong, however, was as 
true as her husband, and with a be- 
seeching look at her son, held fast by a 
fierce looking Boxer, she was taken out 
to give her life for her friends. 

“See, boy, and be warned. Behold 
what we have done to your foolish par- 
ents! Quickly lead us to the foreigners’ 
place and if we find them you shall 
be set free.’ 

“T shall do as my most honorable 
parents have done,’ cried the boy. ‘I 
refuse! Never shall I betray our good 
friends! I do not fear to die.’ 

“Enraged by this unexpected resis- 
cance, it was but the work of a moment 
and this fine, fearless, Christian lad had 
followed those he loved and given his 
life even as his parents for their foreign 
teachers.” The children were quiet a 
moment and then Harry said, “Aunt 
Ada, did the missionaries escape all 
right?” “Yes, Harry, and do you know 


the very Boxer who shot that brave boy, 
Faithful Heart, was so impressed by his 
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Lesson for May 4 


courage and loyalty that when things 
became peaceful again he visited the 
missionaries and accepted Christ. He 
took the name of ‘Paulo,’ and before he 
died he, too, could point to many whom 
he had won for his Lord and Saviour.” 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











May 11. Ii. An Evening of Religious Music. 
Psalm 100. 
Sunday, May 4 


I. An Evening of Religious Poetry 
(Psa. 107:1-8) 





Mon.—A bit of epic poetry (Num. 23:7-10). 
Tues.—Excerpt from an epic idyl (Ruth 


1:16, 17). 

Wed.—David’s lamentation (2 Sam. 1:17- 
27). 

Thurs.—Psalm of the redeemed (Rev. 19: 
1-6). 


Fri.—A classical elegy (Psa. 137). 
Sat.—A lyric idyl (Song of Sol. 2:1-4). 











ORDSWORTH has defined poetry 

as, “The spontaneous overflow of 
powerful feelings: it takes its origin 
from emotion recollected in tranquil- 
lity.” Since religion is wunalterably 
bound up with true emotion, it is not 
surprising to find that, frequently, when 
men have passed through a powerful re- 
ligious experience, they have expressed 
their feelings in metric form, either in 
blank or in rhymed verse. Hence if you 
will take your Revised Version of the 
Bible you will find that the utterances 
of many of the patriarchs and prophets 
and other men of God are shown in 
verse form, indicating that in the orig- 
inal they were so recorded. 

The Psalms will immediately suggest 
themselves as the most outstanding ex- 
amples of Bible poetry, but there are 
many others, such as Lamech’s exclama- 
tion in Genesis 4; Noah’s curse and bless- 
ing in Genesis 9; the prophecy given to 
Sarah in Genesis 25; Isaac’s blessing in 
Genesis 27; Moses’ song in Exodus 15; 
the Book of Job; Mary’s song of thanks- 
giving and surrender in Luke 1; Zach- 
arias’ prophecy concerning the coming 
Messiah in Luke 1; Simeon’s exclamation 
in Luke 2; and many others. 
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However, in arranging for an evening 
of religious poetry in your young peo- 
ple’s meeting, you will doubtless want to 
draw also upon the wealth of Christian 
verse outside the Bible. It is well for 
us to remember that all poets are not 
religious and all religious poetry is not 
necessarily Christian. There are quite a 
number of bits of “religious” verse well 
known and often quoted that, either as 
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a whole or in part, are quite contrary 
to Christian teaching. Some of these 
are Henley’s “Invictus”; O’Hara’s “There 
Is No Death”; Holmes’ “Chambered 
Nautilus.” Let us guard against using 
in our young people’s meetings any 
verse, no matter how famous or fine 
sounding it may be, that denies or casts 
doubt upon Christian truth. 

It will be best to prepare for this 
meeting considerably in advance, so that 
those who are to take part may have 
an opportunity to memorize the verse 
assigned to them rather than to read it. 
It should be unnecessary to emphasize 
the importance of choosing those who 
can either read or recite their assign- 
ments effectively. Stumbling and sing- 
song reading not only offends the ears 
of the listeners but garbles the message. 
Impress upon all who take part the im- 
portance of making this truly a worship 
service and an offering to the Lord of 
the best of talents and attention and 
effort. 

Sie 

Your church hymnal will prove an ex- 
cellent source for some of the best of 
the Christian poetry obtainable, the 
authors ranging all the way from Ber- 
nard of Clairvaux and Bernard of Cluny 
down through the writings of such men 
as Richard Chenevix Trench, Samuel 
Taylor Coleridge, John Dryden, Cowper, 
Philip Doddridge, Isaac Watts, Charles 
Wesley, Horatius Bonar, George Mathe- 
son, Charlotte Elliott, John Mason Neale, 
and the like. 

we 

At the public library you may be able 
to obtain such books as “The World’s 
Great Religious Poetry,” compiled by 
Caroline Miles Hill; “The Supplemen- 
tary Bible,” edited by the Rev. William 
Barrett Millard; and “The Poets’ Life 
of Christ,” compiled by Norman Ault. 
You will have to discern in these vol- 
umes, however, between the truly Chris- 
tian verse and that which is merely re- 
ligious. If you have available a volume 
of Annie Johnson Flint’s verse you 
will find many Christian gems, and 
back numbers of THE SunDAy ScHOOL 
TIMES will give you, in the front page 
verse, a number of good selections. 

ye 

Do not choose so many that there will 
be no time for a brief comment concern- 
ing the particular thought that the 
writer is seeking to express in the poem 
that is read. If you can obtain an inter- 
esting bit of information about the par- 
ticular experiences through which the 
writer was going when he gave expres- 
sion to the poem read, it will add con- 
siderably to the interest. But stress par- 
ticularly the expressions of deep trust 
and fervor and devotion, and seek to 
have your group catch something more 
than passing interest in these great 
Christian poems, many of which we 
sing without ever thinking about the 
words, 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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GO WESr 


THIS SUMMER 


and 
LAKE 
LOUISE 


in the lanacdian Kockiea 


ake your trip three times as enjoyable! Go Canadian 
Pacific. 600 miles of Canadian Rockies! Stop over 
at Banff, Lake Louise, Emerald Lake! View Columbia 

Icefield. Canada welcomes U. S. citizens—No 
ALL-EXPENSE TOUR 








55. 
6 WONDERFUL DAYS . from $73.25 

Tours begin at Banff and include hotel 

accommodations and meals at Banff and Lake 

Louise, visit to Emerald Lake and 126 miles of 

mountain motoring, or in reverse direction 

from Field. Plus rail fare to Banff (or Field). 
Low round trip summer fares to and from Pacific 
Northwest and California via Canadian Pacific 
transcontinental through trains...air-conditioned. 
165-mile steamship cruise included on your 
ticket between Vancouver and Seattle, stopping at 
evergreen Victoria. 

See Your Travel Agent or E. A. KENNEY 
Fifth Floor, 1500 Walnut St. Bldg. 
Philadelphia, Pa. Phone Pennypacker 0612 








In ordering goods or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well as the ad- 
vertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times. 





SACRED HISTORY 
IS FULL OF 







and students of this 
popular, short M.B.1. 
Correspondence ‘ 
Course are fascinat- 
ed as the scenes un- 
fold. 


EPOCHS 
OF SACRED HISTORY 


Here the student seems to see the Creator at 
work. A wealth of sacred history, presenting 
the most outstanding events from Genesis to 
the Acts of the Apostles in a simple and com- 
prehensive manner. Especially adapted for class 
or group study. A thrilling, soul-stirring, and 
inspiring Bible course you can’t afford to miss. 
Write for details today! 








O Please send FREE folder on GREAT EPOCHS 
OF SACRED HISTORY Course. () Also Pros- 
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pectus describing all 17 Home Study Courses. 

| 


City & State eeeeeee eeeeee eeereresere 


a The MOODY Bible Institute 





;! 
h al 


4 


F 
me 





“330 * 








Letters from Readers 




















To the Editor: 


Iam interested in the Sunday school lesson 
and the way it is treated by your contribu- 
tors. The war is having a bad effect on 
Sunday school effort in England. Hundreds 
of schools have closed down owing to the 
evacuation of children, or because teachers 
are now engaged in military service or 
working on the Sabbath in the munition 
factories. Many schools are levelled to the 
ground. In some evacuation, or rather re- 
ception, areas I hear of crowded congrega- 
tions in spite of blackout. One friend tells 
me his school is full to overflowing, and 
they are having to place seats in the aisles. 
One town’s loss is another's gain. 

My loved ones have suffered heavily. Two 
brothers have seen their homes in ruins. 
One on returning from Father’s funeral 
found himself homeless and now he has a 
fractured collarbone. 

It is really wonderful, however, the way 
in which the old country is standing up to 
its trial. It is a rare thing to hear a word 
of complaint, though many are mystified 
and perplexed when they see their homes 
in ruins. As we see the world rushing 
headlong to ruin we long for the return 
and reign of Christ, the Prince of Peace 
and King of kings.—From a British pastor, 
whose articles have frequently appeared in 
The Sunday School Times. 





To the Editor: 


In Notes on Open Letters, March 8, 1941, 
a description of “The Wordless Book” is 
given. 

For teachers who do not wish to go to 
the expense of purchasing enough booklets 
for their classes, it is an easy matter to 
make a variation from colored paper. There 
is an added advantage in letting children 
cut the pages of their own booklets as 
they learn the corresponding verses. I use 
a heart shape for the pages, cutting one 
of black, one of red, one of white, and one 
of gold paper, and tying all together with 
red and gold Christmas string. 

Every child armed with a booklet and 
memorization of the verses becomes a 
potential evangelist within his home circle 
because of his desire to show and explain 
what he has made.—Ruth E. Dow (writer 
of “For Junior Teachers” in the Times). 
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Moody Institute Meetings 
in Philadelphia and New York 


EETING the challenge of the world 

against Christianity, a special series 

of Bible conferences will be held in the 

New York, Newark, and Philadelphia 
areas from May 4 to 18. 

Seven leading men in the Bible teach- 
ing and preaching field, including three 
Christian leaders of England, Northcote 
Deck, F. J. Scroggie, and Col. F. J. Miles, 
will address the three conferences spon- 
sored by the Moody Bible Institute, Chi- 
cago. 

The opening speaker at the New York 
conference is Dr. William Ward Ayer, 
pastor of the Calvary Baptist Church, 
where the eight day series is being 
held from May 4 to 11. Other speakers 
are Dr. Will H. Houghton, president of 
Moody Bible Institute; Dr. Northcote 
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Deck, physician and veteran missionary 
to the Solomon Islands; Dr, Carl Armer- 
ding, former missionary and Christian 
educator; F. John Scroggie, formerly an 
English banker; and Dr. Wilbur M. 
Smith of the Institute faculty. 

The second conference in the series, 
in Newark, also begins May 4, but runs 
only to May 9, the last day being in 
charge of the Evangelistic Committee of 
Newark. All meetings will be held in 
the Evangel Baptist Church. Dr. Hough- 
ton, Dr. Armerding, Dr. Smith, Dr. Deck, 
and Mr. Scroggie are the guest speakers. 
Assisting with the music are Herbert 
Sweet and Mrs. Vincent Brushwyler. 


The Philadelphia suburb, Drexel Hill,. 


is the scene of the final conference, May 
11 to 18, all meetings being held in the 
Presbyterian Church in connection with 
its twenty-fifth anniversary. Col. F. J. 
Miles, general secretary of the Russian 
Missionary Society, will assist in these 
services. Other speakers are Dr. Hough- 
ton, Dr. Armerding, Dr. Deck, and Mr. 
Scroggie. 


we 


Rodeheaver, Hall-Mack 
Moves to Winona Lake 


HE offices of the Rodeheaver, 

Hall-Mack Company, well-known 
publishers of song books and sacred 
music, will be moved about May 1 to 
Winona Lake, Ind. Their quarters in 
Philadelphia and Chicago have become 
cramped because of the increased de- 
mand for their publications. All com- 
munications should be sent to Winona 
Lake after May 1. 

In many ways this will be an ideal 
move for the company, as their new 
plant will be located in a spot far re- 
moved from the noises, distractions, and 
limitations of the large cities, and will 
enable their organization to function 
with increased efficiency in an atmos- 
phere of Christian influence amid sur- 
roundings of natural beauty. Winona 
Lake is the home of the large Bible 
Conference, the Rodeheaver Sacred 
Music Conference, the Petrie Band 
school, and other activities which have 
as their aim the promotion of Chris- 
tian education, recreation, and inspira- 
tion. 





With the New Books 


- 


Life Everlasting. Daily Devotions No. 
31. By R. T. DuBrau. (Concordia Pub- 
lishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. 
Louis, Mo., 5 cents a copy; 48 cents per 
dozen, postage extra.) A series of daily 
devotional books, each booklet covering 
about two months, are being issued year 
by year from this well-known Lutheran 
publishing house. On a dated page for 
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each day in the year, one finds refer- 
ences for a Scripture reading of suitable 
length, a memory verse printed in full, 
and a bright, warm, devotional study 
based upon the passage selected. A brief 
prayer closes the day. 

In the back of the booklet there are 
special prayers for morning and eve- 
ning, for times of sickness, and a page 
devoted to prayers for the enlisted men 
—for themselves and also for those who 
would pray for them. Attractive, and 
in vest-pocket size, it would make an 
acceptable gift to young men going into 
the camps. 


Sent from God. By Manford George 
Gutzke. (John Knox Press, Richmond, 
Va., 25 cents.) “Christian Missions Face 
Grave Crisis Today.” “Will Christians 
Now Give Up Missionary Work?” “Can 
Missions Be Supported in Such Turbu- 
lent Times?” These are some of the 
subheads of Chapter One of this mission 
study book. It contains five chapters. 
Each chapter is well outlined, and the 
subject matter is thoroughly Scriptural 
and up-to-date. It deals with mission- 
ary work‘in general, with the specific 
task here in the United States, with the 
responsibility to the whole world, and 
with the crisis in the missionary world 
today. The author is Professor of Eng- 
lish Bible and Religious Education in 
Columbia Theological Seminary, Colum- 
bia, S. C. The book was prepared to 
be used by church groups of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U. S. during 
1941, and is an inspiring study of this, 
the most important mission of the 
Church of Jesus Christ. 


we 


The Convention of Independent 
Fundamental Churches 


EETING at a time of world crisis, 

the Independent Fundamental 
Churches of America will gather in the 
12th Annual Convention to be held at 
York, Pa., beginning Monday evening, 
May 19, and concluding Friday evening, 
May 23. 

Believing that back of the chaotic con- 
ditions there is a spiritual lack, the Con- 
vention will deal with the causes of 
world-wide apostasy brought on by ra- 
tionalism, worldliness, and a widespread 
denial of the faith “once delivered unto 
the saints.” Reaffirmation of faith in the 
inspiration of the Scriptures, the deity 
of Christ, the efficacy of the work on the 
cross, our Lord’s bodily resurrection, the 
present mission of the Church in the 
world, evangelism, prayer, home and 
foreign missions, and the second coming 
of Christ, as well as methods for church 
and Sunday school, will be presented. 

Pastors, evangelists, Bible teachers, 
missionaries, and Christian workers 
from all over the United States and 
Canada are expected to attend. The 
York Gospel Center, S. Pine and 
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Lesson for May 4 


Maple Streets, will be the entertain- 
ing church where all the sessions will 
be held. The Rev. Ralph E. Boyer 
is the host-pastor. York is 25 miles 
southeast of Harrisburg and about 90 
miles west of Philadelphia. Sessions 
will be held each morning at 9 o’clock, 
in the afternoon at 1.30, and in the eve- 
ning at 7.30. The public is cordially in- 
vited to these sessions. 
The Independent Fundamental 
Churches of America comprises some 700 
members. There are also about 70 
churches in official fellowship. The Rev. 
Nye J. Langmade, pastor of the City 
Bible Hall of Salina, Kans., and presi- 


-dent of the Mid-West Bible and Mission- 


ary Institute is the organization’s presi- 
dent; the Rev. E. G. Zorn of Chicago is 
the executive secretary; and the Rev. 
Donald W. Wood of Cicero, IIL, is treas- 


‘urer. Vice-presidents and trustees are 


as follows: W. G. Wittenborn, Hunting- 
ton, W. Va.; William McCarrell, Cicero, 
Til; Paul M. Cell, Willoughby, Ohio; 
Wm. E. Pietsch, Grand Rapids, Mich.; 
G. H. Hendry, Charlotte, N. C.; Dr. Wil- 
liam L. Pettingill, Wilmington, Del.; 
Frank C. Torrey, Lancaster, Pa.; P. H. 
Kadey, Flint, Mich.; O. B. Bottorff, St. 
Louis, Mo. 
ve 


Central America’s 
Pioneer Mission 
(Continued from second page) 


part of. the time on river banks, as it 
was almost impossible to find a place 
where anybody would let four strangers 
share the house.” At Granada, on one 
occasion, the Bishop led the mob with a 
general staff of twenty priests and a fol- 
lowing of 5,000 people. “It is a real 
apostolic work in these lands, — apos- 
tolic persecutions, stones, stocks, impris- 
onment,—and then apostolic blessing.” 

And the last has come and is coming 
increasingly, in spite of sufferings from 
earthquakes, yellow fever, and revolu- 
tionary disturbances, as well as from 
Roman stonings. The Mission has now 
224 churches, and 452 other preaching 
places with 413 native workers; 10,498 
in its Sunday schools, and an evangelical 
community of 25,957. Cameron Towns- 
end has ‘translated the New Testament 
into Cakchikel. A copy of the version 
was presented to President Ubico of 
Guatemala. It seems that in the town 
of San Jose Poaquil Indian chiefs had 
drawn up a petition to President Ubico 
asking him to forbid the entrance of 
Protestants. They went to the capital 
to present it. ‘The President received 
them kindly, showed them the New Tes- 
tament, and told them that they should 
get and read this as the source of all 
progress. One visitor procured one and 
was converted by. reading it. He later 
was wont to say proudly that the Presi- 
dent was the first one to direct him to 
the Good News. 
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When Mr. Aberle’s quarters at Gra- 
nada were bombed by a priestly mob he 
received this message from neighboring 
Juigalpa: 

“Our religion has been Catholic. We 
had a priest who was interested in our 
spiritual and material welfare, and for 
that reason he was taken from us. We 
understand that, where you are, the peo- 
ple do not accept your teachings. Come 
here, where you will find an abandoned 
field. As we are denied the privilege 
of maintaining our inherited faith per- 
haps we shall find in your faith the 
truth.” It was signed by eight promi- 
nent men of the city. 

One striking feature of this Mission 
has been the great work done by single 
women. Laura Nelson of Dulce Nombre 
was a woman of extraordinary pluck, 
as was Anna J. Gohrman, who did a 
mighty evangelistic work in Honduras, 
— Honduras which certainly lived down 
to its name meaning “depths,” or 
“deeps.”. The Mission has two splendid 
training schools and a. school for young 
people called the Garden of Roses. This 
last is run and financed entirely by 
Guatemalans, and was necessary because 
of the immorality and persecuting spirit 
in the public schools. During the past 
fifty years many other missions have 
taken up work in these backward lands 
but, with the exception of the Presbyte- 
rians in Guatemala, the Central Amer- 
ican Mission of.Dr. Scofield has led the 
way. He and his co-workers at home 
and on the field have written a great 
page of evangelical history! 





For Family Worship - 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D, 


‘ Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


April 28 to May 4 


Mon.—Acts 8:1-8. 
The Church Enlarging Its Fellowship. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “The apostles 
. . . at Jerusalem heard that Samaria 
had received the word of God” (v. 14). 
These Samaritans rejoiced in the for- 
giveness and blessings of Christ and 
were knit together in heart and soul 
with all who loved the Lord. We, too, 
may fellowship with the Lord and with 
Christians in doctrine, in suffering, and 
in the spread of the Gospel. Pray for 
the safety of missionaries who are ex- 
posed to the dangers of war. 


Tues.—Acts 8:26-40. Philip and the Ethiopian. 

PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Philip and the 
eunuch.” Philip was one of the seven 
deacons. His name means “A Lover of 
Horses.” However, not the horse of the 
Ethiopian, but the soul of this man in- 
terested Philip most. He led him to the 
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Lord Jesus Christ. Our special inter- 
ests are often used to give opportu- 
nities to witness for Christ. People all 
around us need the Saviour. We, too, 
may be used to lead them to the Sav- 
iour. Pray for the Dinkas in Anglo- 
Egyptian Sudan, who are now receiving 
the revised Gospel of John. 





WANTED 


Fundamental Christian Teachers. Accredited private 
church school; Southern mountains; salary and living; 
possible combinations in: history; mathematics; expres- 
sion; librarian; agriculture; home economics; chorus; 
Latin. Address The Sunday School Times, Room 
640, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 


Old Fashioned Revival 


Nationwide 
Gospel Broadcast 


Mutual Network and Tr 17 
ent Stations. Consult r log 
of local newspapers for stations 
and times. 

CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
P. 0. Box 123, Los Angeles, Calif, 


LUGEM 


ion the International 
Uniform Lessons ' 


Union Lesson Helps offer sound, inspiring 
lesson expositions written by specialists 
for every age group. Undenominational 
and uncontroversial with room only for 
constructive truth. ; 

















Write for free specimens 


AMERICAN SUNDAY- SCHOOL UNION 


1816 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 











The Spirit of 
DWIGHT L. MOODY 
| marches on in these 


MOODY 
Spring Bible 
Conferences 


An opportunity to hear internationally known 
men of God. 

NEW YORK CITY — May 4 to 11, Cal- 

vary Baptist Church, 123 W. 57th St. 


NEWARK, N. J. — May 4 to 9, Evangel 
Baptist Church, S. 20th Street and 
18th Avenue. 


DREXEL HILL, PA. (near Philadelphia) 
May 11 to 18, Presbyterian Church, 
Garrett Rd. and Riverview Ave. 

Among the speakers — Revs. William Ward Ayer, 

D.D., Wi H. Houghton, D.D., Wilbur M. Smith, 


D.D., and F. John ie; Northcote Deck,M.B., 
Ch.M., F.R.G.S., Col. FF J. Miles, D.S.0.,0.B.E., 














V.D., and Carl Armerding, D.D. 
MAKE YOUR PLANS NOW — to 


b>, attend your nearest conference 
af 


The HOODY bible Institute 
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Wey, 


Join the 9th Annual 
Christian 
Fellowship Tour 


Leave Chicago July 9 aboard the North Coast 
Limited, bound for a glorious four-week vaca- 
tion, incl ager in the Pacific 
Northwest, lornia, and Utah, and a thrill- 
ing twelve-day cruise to Southeastern and 
Southwestern Alaska. Visit totem-guarded 
towns and historic Indian Christian mis- 
sions; salute tremendous Columbia Glacier. 
Fill out the coupon for fall information and 
low rates from your home town. No obli- 
gation whatsoever. 





Mr. John W. Lane, Jr., 
Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Phila., Pa. 

Dear Mr. Lane: Please send me 
complete details and round trip cost 
of the “Christian Fellowship Tour 
to Alaska, from my home town. 





Address 








City State 














Alaska Steamship Company 
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Wed.—Isaiah 19:18-25. Foreigners Converted. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “An altar to the 
Lord in the . . . land of Egypt.” Won- 
derful things happen under the working 
of the Spirit of God. In unexpected 
places sinners are converted, and places 
of worship are erected. Those who never 
knew the Saviour and were “far off” 
from Christ are “made nigh by the blood 
of Christ.” They are “no more strangers 
and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with 
the saints, and of the household of God” 
(Eph. 2:19). Pray for foreign mission- 
aries who are cut off from supplies from 
their own land. 
Thurs.—Ephesians 2:11-22. 
Gentiles Become Fellow Citizens. 
PRAYER SvuccesTions: “Fellowcitizens. 
with the saints.” In the olden times 
the world was divided into two groups 
— Jews and Gentiles. It may be divided’ 
now into two groups—those who know 
God and those who know him not. Those 
who know God must reach those who do 
not know him. But how can men be- 
lieve on him of whom they have not 
heard? How can they hear without a 
preacher? And how can one preach un- 
less he is sent? By receiving the Gos- 
pel sinners become fellow citizens in the 
Kingdom of God. Pray against Satan’s 
work of discouraging missionaries left 
without support. 
Fri.—Jonah 3:1-4. Jonah’s Widened Horizon. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “Go unto Nine- 
veh, that great city, and preach unto it 
the preaching that I bid thee.” Jonah 
preferred to be a home missionary even 
though God had called him to be a for- 
eign missionary. After a sorrowful ex- 
perience when at sea and in the whale, 
God made him willing to do His will. 
Wider service for God always opens up 
to the humble and obedient. God’s way 
is the best way. Pray for Russian Chris- 
tians wherever they may be. 
Sat.—Jonah 3:5-10. 
Nineveh’s Prompt Repentance. 
PraYeR Svuccestions: “They repented 
at the preaching of Jonas” (Matt. 12:41). 
The king of Nineveh and his people 
turned to God from their sins at the 
preaching of Jonah. God’s evangelists 
in the Old Testament and in the New 
turned many to righteousness. A great 
evangelist is needed in America today. 
Pray for the famine-stricken people in 
Shantung Province, China. 


Sun.—Isaiah 60:1-9. Gentiles Follow the Light. 
PRAYER Succestions: “Arise, shine; for 
thy light is come, and the glory of the 
Lord is risen upon thee.” “The light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God” 
comes to us through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The prophecy, “Gentiles shall 
come to thy light” is being partly ful- 
filled now. Israel had the light, but pre- 
ferred darkness. Walk in the light while 
you have the light. Sinners walk in the 
light when they come to the Saviour; 
Christians do so when they obey the 
Lord. Pray for Soviet Russia with its 
hundred and eighty million people. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, in the 
United States and Possessions. These 
rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 


$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 


to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


SPECIAL NOTICE TO CANADIAN READERS 


The official exchange rate between Canada 
and the United States having been fixed at 
11 per cent, THe SunpAy ScHoot TIMeEs sug- 
gests to its valued Canadian subscribers 
that they forward money for subscriptions 
by Canadian Post Office Money Order in 
order to avoid the additional charge (in 
addition to the 11 per cent) frequently made 
on remittances by check sent to the Times. 

At the beginning of this exchange situa- 
tion the Times notified its Canadian Club 
Secretaries to collect the usual club sub- 
scription ($2) and remit as they usually do, 
with the understanding that the Tmves 
would enter that group of subscriptions for 
the number of weeks the amount thus re- 
ceived on their remittance would pay for. 

Shortening the subscription period by five 
weeks seers to be satisfactory to the Can- 
adian friends. as five weeks covers the 11 
per cent exchange. 


Whenever the exchange rate goes above 
the 11 per cent official rate, as it frequently 
does, the Trues bears the additional ex- 
change cost. (It has been as high as 20 
per cent.) 


Sending remittance by Canadian Post Of- 
fice Money Orders avoids the additional 
exchange cost, and is therefore the best plan 
to follow. 
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Christian Youth is publishedv— 
weekly at the following rates, in the? * 
United States and Possessions. These. xg 
rates include postage. om 

$1.00—One or more copies to indi-* = 

’ vidual addresses, $1.00 each, per year.* © 
> 

68 cents—Five or more copies, in a» 
package to only one address, 68 cents4 9. 
each, per year. 7 
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